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SERMON BY THE REV. E. M. LOWE. | 


We again present our readers with an / 
éxtract from one of the sermons of the ; 
late Rev. E. M. Lowe, and we pray | 
that it may deeply convince our read- | 
ers of the existence and exceeding! 
sinfulness of sin, and cause them to} 
flee to the Lord Jesus Christ for mer- 
cy.—[ Ed. 


Romans x. 1. 
“ Brethren, my heart’s desire, and pray- 
er to God for Israel is, that they might be 
saved,” 


To form any just conception of 
that travailing of soul, and anxious 
desire of heart, which the holy apos- 
tle here manifests for the salvation of 
Israel; it is necessary we should be 
able fully to estimate the value of 
an immortal soul. But who is suf- 
ficient for this? Well might our 
Saviour ask, what it would profit a 
man to gain the whole world, and 
lose his own soul; or what shall a 
man give in exchange for his soul. 
Did our souls perish with our bo- 
dies; were we mere material sub- 
stances; and did we; like the brute, | 
lie down and decay, and live no 
more for ever; then indeed this 
heart’s desire, and earnest prayer of 
the apostle for our salvation, would 
be unworthy our attention. But, 








my friends, revelation and reason, 
VoL. B...00IVO, 2.7. 


nay, that still small voice of God 
which speaks irresistibly to our con- 
sciences, all proclaim te us, that 
we areimmortal! That our home 
is beyond the skies—that we are 
destined to live with God, and par- 
take ofhis glory for ever; or take up 
our abode with those who kept not 
their first estate, while the countless 
agesof eternity rollon. When God 
breathed into our nostrils the breath 
of life, he was pleased to impart to 
us a spark of his own immortality. 
And we should have held sweet 
eternal converse with God, had not 
our sins separated us from Him, 
and rendered us justly obnoxious to 
his everlasting displeasure. 

This then is the situation of guil- 
ty, fallen man. He must of neces- 
sity live for ever! And this state of 
being must either be an eternity of 
bliss, or an eternity of woe! Eter- 
nity! The very idea overwhelms the 
mind. Eternity! How shall we at- 
tempt its description? Eternity! 
thou pleasing, dreadful thought,—~ 
who can comprehend its height, and 
depth, and length, and breadth.— 
Where shall we find numbers to 
enumerate its ages? Can you ima- 
gine the particles of dust and water 
which make up the globe you inhab- 
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every leaf, and bud, and blossom 
which ever have been, or ever shall 
be the production of vegetable crea- 
tion; and again multiply this product 
by the countless stars of Heaven, 
and the result will be but the com- 
mencement of this incomprehensi- 
ble period! And vast, stupendous, 
incomprehensible, and overwhelm- 
ing as this computation must be, 
yet, it is but the threshold of that 
state of existence into which we are 
hastening; it is but the beginning of 
that unchangeable condition which 
awaits us all, when the Lord Jesus 
shall be revealed at his second com- 
ing, with his mighty angels, and the 
quick and dead be called into judg- 
ment! How then shall we estimate 
the value of our immortal souls? — 
Well might our apostle heartily de- 
sire, and earnestly pray for the sal- 
vation of Israel. He who had been 
caught up into the third heavens, 
and to whom communications were 
made, that it was not lawful to reveal 
to man, well knew these important 
truths. And let me, my beloved 
friends, the least and most unworthy 
of the ministers of God, repeat to 
you his prayer: Brethren, my heart’s 
desire and prayer to God for you is, 
that you may be saved. 

This earnest desire and ardent 
prayer of the apostle, clearly im- 
plies the awful truth, that we are in 
danger of perishing;—that we are 
by reason of the sins which we have 
committed against our Father and 
our God, justly exposed to his 
wrath. And it implies too, blessed 
be God, that there is a way of esca- 
ping the consequences of our trans- 
gressions. These two points we 
will endeavour, with the help of 
God, to illustrate. 

We cannot too often hear the 
truth that we are sinners—very great 
sinners beforeGod. That our hearts 
are deceitful above all things, and 
most desperately wicked,—that we 
are naturally prone to every thing 
that is evil,—that we are from the 
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crown of our heads to the soles of 
our feet, nothing but wounds, brui- 
ses, and putrifying sores,—that we 
are aliens from the commonwealth 
of Israel, enemies to God, rebels 
against his authority; and both by 
birth and actual transgression, justly 
exposed to, and eminently deserv- 
ing his eternal wrath. This revela- 
tion teaches us, they are truths 
founded in the eternal word of God. 
And indeed our own reason, if per- 
mitted dispassionately to act, will, 
nay, must satisfy us that such is the 
melancholy fact. 

We are told that God created 
man after his own image; man there- 
fore must have been, could not but 
have been, at the time of his crea- 
tion, holy: for God is holy; God crea- 
ted man; and therefore man must 
have been holy. He received from 
his beneficent Creator those super- 
natural graces which constituted 
his divine image; but he yielded to 
the wiles of the adversary of his 
soul: he broke the commandment 
of his God, and by his disobedience, 
sinned; and as its natural conse- 
quence, introduced death into the 
world.— Death, both temporal and 
eternal! But this penalty was not 
confined to Adam alone. It neces- 
sarily descended to his posterity.— 
In that covenant with God which he 
violated, he represented the whole 
human family. All mankind were 
parties thereto; and as they would 
unquestionably have participated in 
all the blessings of Adam’s obedi- 
ence, so it is but just that thcy 
should participate too in the cause 
attendant on his rebellion. In this 
point of view, then, we are justly 
guilty in the sight of God; and as 
justly obnoxious to his eternal 
wrath. If we came not into the 
world parties to this violated cove- 
nant between our God, and our 
federal representative; if the curse 
of the most High pronounced up- 
on him, passed not also upon our- 
eclyes, how can we possibly ac- 

















1826. 


count for that universal propensity, 
discoverable in our nature to every 
thing that is sinful? Why is it that 
we feel, constantly feel, ‘a law in 
our members, warring against the 
law of our minds, and bringing us 
into captivity to the law of sin, 
which is inour members”? Whence 
comes this reluctance in our nature 
to the discharge of all those duties, 
no less enjoined by that religion we 
profess, than the very relation 
which exists between God and us? 
What is it that nerves the arm of 
the midnight assassin? What is it 
that arms the tongue of slander with 
its poisonous sting? Whence comes 
that despicable vice, envy; that vile 
passion, “which sickens at another’s 
joy, and hates the excellence it can- 
not reach?”? Or that more detesta- 
ble vice, pride; which drove the an- 
gels from Heaven, and Adam from 
paradise? Whence originate those 
vile propensities, which constantly 
manifest themselves in him who 
habitually blasphemes the name of 
tnat God, who bought him with his 
blood, and who daily dispenses to 
him the food which nourishes him, 
the clothes which cover him, and 
all the comforts and blessings which 
he enjoys? If not upon this princi- 
ple how can we account for all those 
wicked inclinations, desires, and 
passions which infants from their 
very cradle betray; and which if not 
restrained by divine grace, so soon 
ripen into acts of that flagitious na- 
ture which bring dishonour to the 
God that made them, and render 
them disgusting and abominable to 
man? These are facts, which must 
approve themselves to the under- 
standings of all men, who are not 
so miserably deluded by the de- 
ceitfulness of sin, and the corrup- 
tion and depravity of their hearts, 
as to be proof against conviction;— 
whose consciences are not seared 
as with a hot iron, and unsuscepti- 
ble of any impressions which would 
have a tendency to open their un- 
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derstandings to the acknowledg- 
ment of the truth. 

I am aware that this doctrine is 
the strong meat of the Gospel; and 
I know too, that there are some so 
disposed to advocate what they 
term the dignity of human nature, 
and the natural goodness of the hu- 
man heart, that it will appear fool- 
ishness unto them. But it is no 
part of our duty to please the itch- 
ing ears of sinful man. We are to 
preach the truth cf God, as it is re- 
vealed to us in his word, whether 
men will hear or forbear. We 
have a message to deliver from the 
most high God. A part of which 
is, that we are by nature sinners 
against God, and therefore justly ex- 
posed to the damnation of hell. 

My first object in this discourse 
is, to convict you, my friends, of 
sin. I do not mean by this, to 
bring you theoretically to acknow- 
ledge yourselves sinners, but frac- 
tically to feel this great truth; and 
to bring you with divine assistance 
to a clear discovery of your danger- 
ous Situation. It is from this situa- 
tion, that it is my heart’s desire, and 
prayer to God, that you may be 
saved. Until this conviction has 
taken deep root in your hearts, no- 
thing can be anticipated favourable 
to your eternal estate. God has 
promised us his salvation; butthen in 
order to our obtaining this rich bles- 
sing, we must go to God in sincere 
and faithful prayer. But how shall 
we be brought to this, before we 
are convinced of its necessity? Will 
we swallow the prescription, be- 
fore we are satisfied that disease 
prevails? Will we submit to the 
operation of the knife, before we 
are assured that it is necessary’—~ 
No! certainly. Then the first great 
point in religion is, to be convicted 
of sin. To be brought to acknow- 
ledge and feel our need of -God’s 
gracious pardon, through the me- 
rits of a crucified Saviour. To come 


las little children to that Saviour, 
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who is the way, the truth, and the 
life; and receive the application of 
his atoning blood to our polluted 
souls: the application of that blood 
which purchased our redemption.— 
But, 

This part of our subject may 
still be considered in another point 
of view. We have laboured to sat- 
isfy you that you are sinners by na- 
ture; that you come into the world 
guilty before God: for you are “con- 
ceived in sin, and brought forth in 
iniquity;”’ and heirs to eternal wrath! 
You are sinners too, by actual 
transgression. Weare in the dai- 
ly habit of violating God’s holy law; 
of crucifying afresh that Saviour, 
who purchased our ransom with his 
life. “If we say we have no sin, we 
deceive ourselves, and the truth is 
not in us.”” Where is the man that 
sinneth not? There is none that 
doeth good; no, notone.” These 
we lay down as propositions; and in 
support of them appeal as well to 
the integrity 6f your own hearts, as 
to the general conduct cf men in 
society. We are commanded to 
love God supremely; to love him 
with all our hearts, and minds, and 
strength. Is this duty performed? 
Do we render unto God that undi- 
vided and entire love, which it is 
our bounden duty to render? I 
greatly fear we do not. Can that 
man, whose whole time and talents 
are devoted to the acquisition of 
wealth, or to the furtherance of 
some other favourite object, having 
for its end his own imaginary plea- 
sure or agerandizement, flatter him- 
self that his life is a fulfilment of 
this high command? No, my friends. 
we cannot serve God and mammon. 
If upon a due examination of our 
hearts, we find our affections placed 
upon any one object, to the exclu- 
sion of God; if we find that we give 
a preference to any one earthly pur- 
sult over that reasonable service 
which we owe to God, we cannot 
but conclude, unless we are prede- 








termined to believe a lie, that we 
are living in daily transgression 
against God, and therefore sinners 
in his sight. Again, 

We are commanded to love our 
neighbour as ourselves. The very 
nature of which command clearly 
evinces its divine original. In the 


discharge of this duty, we are to 


understand ourselves as obligated, 
not only to relieve our neighbour 
when in distress, but to be careful 


and tender of his reputation. We, 


are above all things to be charitable. 
But our charity, to be an offering 
acceptable to God, must spring 
from a sense of religious duty; and 
must have its foundation in that love 
for God and our neighbour, which 
naturally grows out of faith in Christ. 
There is no way better calculated 
to assist us in determining our state 
with God, than at all times to ex- 
amine the motives on which we act. 
We may give to the poor, but then 
if we give from pride and ostenta- 
tion, we certainly have no reason to 
believe that we are actuated by that 
principle of love, necessary to our 
fulfilment of this divine command.— 
We may be tender and careful of 
the reputation of our neighbour; 
but if we are influenced more by a 
fear of the consequences of assail- 
ing the good name and fame of our 
brother, than from love and fear of 
God; we are surely affording no evi- 
dence of our Christian obedience to 
the law. Ifyou will but give your 
hearts a candid examination on these 
points, you will, I think, be con- 
strained to acknowledge before 
God, that here too, your lives are 
almost one continued scene of re- 
bellion and transgression against 
Him. And again, 

We are commanded to be tem- 
perate in all things,—to keep our 
bodies under,—to abstain from all 
appearance of evil,—and to do all 
things to the honour and glory of 
God. We are not only to be tem- 
perate in the use of meats and 
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drinks; but we are to be temperate 
too, in all our passions and desires, 
and pleasures. What character on 
the one hand can afford more conclu- 
sive proof of their habitual. sinful- 
ness against Ged, than the glutton 
or drunkard; or on the other, than 
those who are enslaved by the pas- 
sions of their own hearts, and the 
criminal pleasures of the world?— 
individuals who acknowledge no 
law but inclination; nor any restraint 
except their means. Can the 
drunkard be said to be temperate; 
or the lover of pleasure to abstain 
from all appearance of evil, and to 
do all things to the honour and glo- 
ry of God?) None of you, Iam sure, 
will contend for this. Look at the 
gambler, who sports with the for- 
tunes and happiness of his neigh- 
bours: and the drunkard, who pur- 
chases the very poison which de- 
stroys him, with the means that 
should be appropriated to his fami- 
ly’s comfort; and dilutes it with the 
tears, perhaps, of a distracted wife: 
and then direct your attention to the 
giddy follower after the vain bau- 
bles of a sinful world, to the total 
neglect of every thing which apper- 
tains to the welfare of the soul; and 
determine in sincerity whether they 
afford not the most wretched proofs 
of their living in continual and actu- 
al transgression against God. 
* * * * * 

My beloved brethren, I have de- 
livered my message. Let me now 
inquire, are you convinced of your 
sinfulness before God; and are you 
willing through faith to embrace 
Jesus Christ, as your Saviour? If 
so, “fear not, I am thy shield,” 
saith the Lord. What indeed have 
those to fear to whom the power of 
the Almighty is engaged for a de- 
fence? He says likewise, “I am 
thy exceeding great reward;”—a 
portion which cannot bealienated nor 
exhausted, and of which we cannot 
be defrauded. With his wisdom to 
guide, his arm to support and de- 








fend, his consolations to cheer, his 
grace to sanctify, you are well pro- 
vided for. I trust he will enable 
you simply to yield yourselves to 
him as his; and encourage you to 
claim and rejoice in him as your 
own. Then he will dwell in you as 
his temple, and you will dwell in 
him.as a castle. If the Lord be 
your dwelling-place, your resting- 
place, and your hiding-place, you 
will be every where safe—every 
where happy. It is true, your hap- 
piness will not be absolute and 
complete, while in this state of war- 
fare; but you will be comparatively 
happy; in a prevailing peace passing 
all understanding, such as the world 
can neither give nor take away.— 

Your successive conflicts (for you 

are called to be soldiers) will end 

in victory; and in the last you will be 
made more than conquerer, and 
receive the crown of life which the 

Lord has promised those who love 

Him. And this I most humbly 

pray God, you may all receive, 

through Christ our Lord.—Amen. 
=—_ 

Mr. Editor, I send you for inser- 
tion in the Repertory, the follow- 
ing article, on the “evil of display 
in professing Christians.”’ It was 
published in the Christian Ob- 
server in 1816, but itis worthy of 
republication, and conveys a re- 
proof which too many of us de- 
serve. H. 


In a day of profession like the 
present, in which a certain appear- 
ance of religion is considered high- 
ly respectable, I had almost said 
fashionable, in every rank of socic- 
ty; it becomes a man to look well to 
the principles by which he is actua- 
ted, and to the hold those principles 
have upon his heart. “Beware of 
hypocrisy,” is one of those impor- 
tant admonitions which He who 
best “knew what was in man” has 
thought fit to leave to the professed 
members of his church in every age. 
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But, perhaps, there never was one 
in which it was more needful to be 
attended to, than the present. God, 
in his wise and gracious providence, 
has indulged bis people with a sea- 
son of rest; and persecution, of al- 
most every kind, has been obliged 
either to hide its head, or to operate 
more by crafty insinuation than by 
open attack. And what has been 
the effect? Is every Christian’s heart 
overflowing with gratitude, and his 
mouth with praise? Is he consider- 
ing in what way he may most glori- 
fy his Heavenly Father, and be 
more closely united to his Saviour? 
Do we find him more frequently at 
the Throne of Grace, and more im- 
portunate for the sanctifying influ- 
ences of the Holy Spirit, that he may 
improve the present, and be ready 
in every future dispensation, whe- 
ther of mercy or judgment, to do or 
suffer whatever the wisdom of God 
shall see fit toappoint? Permit me 
to ask, does such appear to be the 
prevalent spirit among us? Oh that 
the question could be ahswered in 
the affirmative! But, alas! I fear 
there are too many who are the 
counterpart of the Laodicean church, 
in whom the ardour of zeal, the fer- 
vour of love, and the patience of 
hope, have little or no place. I 
would not sit in judgment on the 
conduct of my brethren; but as a 
fellow-candidate for eternal happi- 
ness, I would warn and exhort all 
who are pressing towards the mark 
of our high calling: and I would say 
to such, see that ye dishonour not 
the Saviour in whom ye trust, by a 
careless, trifling walk and conver- 
sation. There isamong many, who 
hol! the purest doctrines of the 
Gospel, and of whom we charitably 
indulge a favourable hope, but too 
great a conformity to the spirit of 
the world. They seem to be stu- 
dying how to avoid singularity with 
as much circumspection as if it 
were a Divine command to do so, 
and as if the precepts, “Love net 
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the world,” “Come out from among 
them,” ‘Be ye separate,” and 
“Avoid every appearance of evil,”’ 
were erased from the Bible. 

An affectation of display is anoth- 
er evil against which many are not 
sufficiently on their guard. A style 
of expenditure is adopted beyond 
what. prudence can justify, but 
which pride will not suffer them to 
diminish; and if they do not actually 
bring open discredit on religion, 
they at least leave a strong preju- 
dice against it in the minds of those 
who are apt to attribute every in- 
stance of misconduct’ to the princi- 
ples which a man professes, instead 
of referring it to the passions by 
which, in defiance of these princi- 
ples, he is actuated. 

But there is another kind of dis- 
play, of a still more dangerous na- 
ture, because it often steals into the 
hearts even of those who consider 
their property as a talent for which 
they must account to God, and are 
therefure endeavouring to use it in 
the manner they believe to be pleas- 
ing to him, but who nevertheless 
feel the influence of the same pride 
in their hearts, though under a more 
specious appearance. Satan suits 
his temptations to the temper and 
character of those whom he means 
to ensnare: and religious display is 
perhaps as much adapted to foster 
the corruption of the human heart, 
and as fatally opposed to the growth 
of grace, as when it appears in any 
other form; for it is an indisputable 
truth, that where there is too great a 
desire to appear well in the sight of 
man, there will be too little to be so 
in the sight of the heart-searching 
God. ‘Take heed that ye do not 
your works before men, fo de seen 
of them.” A Christian must indeed 
“let his light shine before men;”’ 
but it must not be with any view to 
gain their applause, or to elevate 
his own character, but with a single 
eye to “glorify his Father which is 
in Heaven.” 
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I do not mean to accuse all who 
feel this tendency to display, with 
hypocrisy; but I do mean to say, 
that such a disposition is a proof of 
the strong working of pride in the 
heart, and is very likely to occasion 
great inconsistency of conduct.— 
Hence we see persons not unfre- 
quently speaking and acting in one 
company, in a manner that they 
would be sorry had been witnessed 
by another: their conversation, their 
amusements, and in some cases, 
their very opinions, are made to cor- 
respond with the notions of their as- 
sociates. Others again, under the 
influence of the same spirit, deem it 
a sufficient test of their zeal for reli- 
gion to be active members of two 
or three benevolent or religious so- 
cieties: they stand high in the es- 
teem of others, as zealous. useful 
men; and with this they are satisfied; 
not considering that, though to as- 
sist in every good work is the Chris- 
tian’s duty, yet there is something 
more in true religion than merely to 
give our goods to feed the poor, or 
even our bodies tobe burned. The 
heart is the only offering that will be 
accepted in the sight of God; and 
unless his works are performed 
from a principle of love to him, and 
with a view to his glory, the most 
splendid actions are nothing worth. 
To conclude:—Perhaps this is a 
day, of all others, in which persons 
professing religion, ought to try 
themselves by the word of God, and 
be importunate for the grace of the 
Holy Spirit to enable them to make 
a right decision respecting their 
spiritual state, and to be enabled to 
improve this day of grace and mer- 


cy. 
— 


MODERN WORSHIP OF THE JEW- 
ISH SYNAGOGUE. 

Many of our readers are probably 
unacquainted with the existing mode 
of conducting the services in Jewish 
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few of their most prominent pecu- 
liarities. 

Upon entering one of these edi- 
fices on a Saturday, you behold the 
assembly seated or standing with 
their hats on, and generally wearing 
an air of much greater indifference, 
than is witnessed even among 
Christians, during the season of 
public devotion. The priest, witha 
few attendants, is stationed ona high 
enclosed platform in the centre of 
the floor. As an instance of the 
little interest, which is excited by the 
immediate business of the place, we 
recollect, that once, while we were 
fixing our attention on the intonations 
of the chanting priest, a highly re- 
spectable elder of the congregation 
arose and crossed the area, and 
taking his seat next us, began the 
discussion of a curious point of He- 
brew phraseology; after which, he 
entered upon much more general 
conversation, leaving on our minds, 
at last, the impression of his being a 
polite and hospitable entertainer, 
rather than of what we know he 
really was, a devout fellow worship- 
per. 

The whole of the liturgy is con- 
ducted in the Hebrew language, 
with the exception indeed of occa- 
sional portions, which, in some syna- 
gogues, it seems, are uttered in 
Spanish. This latter circumstance 
is considered an aggravated enor- 
mity by the new party for reform. 
These Spanish portions of the liturgy 
are employed only for a particular 
purpose, namely, to express the 
amount of monies offered for the 
benefit of the synagogue and its in- 
stitutions, by the subscribing mem- 
bers; thus interrupting the prayers 
and worship with the fiscal concerns 
of the establishment, and that, too, in 
a language unknown to almost all 
present. Whether this is a practice 
in all synagogues, we are unable to 
say. 
The ritual consists of readings and 
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tative, enunciated frequently with 
great indistinctness and volubility, 
now sinking into a low murmur, and 
now rising into a kind of nervous and 
violent vociferation. All this, we 
should have been willing to confess, 
is necessarily ridiculous to none but 
those who are strangers to it, if we 
had not perceived that it is regarded 
with mortification by many of those 
who have been, as it were, dyed in 
in the very element of the system 
from their infancy and youth. 

Owing to the rapidity of uttering 
the liturgy, it is generally finished in 
about three hours, though we are in- 
formed in an appendix to the ‘Con- 
stitution of the Reformed Society of 
Israelites,’ that if it were conducted 
with due solemnity, and ina slow, 
distinct, impressive tone, its length 
would certainly occupy the attention 
of the congregation from nine until 
two o’clock, if not later. During 
its repetition, the members of the 
congregation, except a few of the 
most devout, are seen coming in and 
going out of the synagogue at all 
times, and but a very slight check 
seems to be imposed upon the usual 
inclinations of the children. There 
is nothing in the shape of a discourse, 
or religious instruction of any kind, 
except, we believe, on avery few 
annual or occasional festivals. At 
these solemnities, some enlightened 
member of the body is called upon 
to deliver an appropriate English 
discourse. 

We ought to remark, that that 
part of the liturgy which consists in 
reading the portion of the laws, call- 
ed the Parasah, is generally well 
read, devoutly, and emphatically. 
The rest of the service corresponds 
to the description given above. 

[ North American Review. 


For the Repertory: 
Few young men have entered 
upon the world with fairer pros- 
pects than James Dugald. His pa- 





rents, though inheriting a considera- 
ble estate from their ancestors, had, 
by extravagant expenditure and neg- 
ligent management, wasted their 
patrimony, and deprived themselves 
of the power of liberally educating 
their son, and furnishing him with 
an outfit for the voyage of life.— 
But his aspiring and noble spirit rose 
superior to the difficulties and em- 
barrassments of poverty, and relying 
upon his own energy and resources, 
he resolved to give his mind the 
highest cultivation to which it could 
attain. It would be needless to 
dwell upon the struggles by which 
this object was accomplished. But 
all his acquisitions were solid and 
substantial—his eye had been con- 
stantly fixed upon the necessity and 
value of the attainments to be made, 
and vain pedantry and ostentation 
were never resorted to for the pur- 
pose of supplying the deficiency of 
real knowledge: as a friend remark- 
ed, “he was self-made, and there- 
fore made for use.” 

The usual period of college life 
passed away; and our young friend, 
laden with the yhonours awarded to 
his genius and his toil, entered upon 
the study of his profession. To the 
benefits of an early religious educa- 
tion, he was indebted for the high 
reputation which he had all along 
sustained for moral rectitude. He 
was almost without reproach, though 
by no means a new creature in 
Christ Jesus. Such an air of inno- 
cency and goodness attended his 
whole course of life, that he seemed 
almost an exception to that humili- 
ating declaration,—‘“For we have all 
sinned, and come short of the glory 
of God.” Naturally amiable and 
social, he every where won affection; 
while the extent of his attainments, 
and the splendour of his genius, se- 
cured respect and admiration. 

He chose the study of the Law, 
and entered upon it with all the 
force and ardour of his character. 





His success in the acquisition of le- 
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gal science was almost unrivalled, 
und such had been his. previous dis- 
Cipline, and so highly had he been 
gifted by nature, that a bright pros- 
pect of wealth and fame was spread 
out before him. He passed the 
usual examinations, and was admit- 


ted to the rights and privileges ofa 
bs | 


Jegal advocate, when an unforeseen 
and disastrous occurrence changed 
his gold to dross, and his fame to in- 
famy; to envy and jealousy he fell 
a victim. His young friend and 
school-mate, William Spencer, had 
observed his advance to eminence 
with no complacent feelings. Stung 
with remorse for the waste of tine 
and attention to which he owed his 
own ignorance, and want of repu- 
tation; and keenly alive to a percep- 
tion of his friend’s superiority, he 
determined to blast his prospects, 
and bring his moral character at 
least to a level with his own. 

Long had our young friend been 
solicited by his idle and dissipated 
school-mate to mix in the gay world, 
and indulge in the fashionable 
amusements of the day. But the 
attractions of science and the fear of 
danger had preserved him from con- 
tamination during the period of his 
pupilage. Now that he could no 
longer urge the claims of study, and 
before the engagements of an over- 
whelming profession had bound him 
to his ofhice and the bar, he yielded 
to the wishes of his artful associate, 
and became, as he thought, for a 
season, the votary of pleasure. 

The novelty, the variety, and 
the splendour of the circles unto 
which he was led, wore to his eye 
the appearance of enchantment.— 
His ignorance of the cold and heart- 
less selfishness which was conceal- 
ed under the courtesy and eti- 
quette of polite and fashionable life, 
caused him to mistake the atten- 
tions which established custom pro- 
cured him, for a token of respect 
and friendship. His noble spirit 


confided in the assurances which 
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were lavished upon him by his pay 
companions, that he was an object 
of respect and affection to the socie- 
ty in which he sought amusement. 
The theatre, the ball room, the 
card party, and the gambling club, 
by turns shared his attention and 
his time, and every day rendered 
him more reluctant to begin the ac- 
tive and engrossing duties of his 
profession. Pleasure, whilst it could 
not satisfy, had power to enslave. — 
The passions which had_ hitherto 
lain dormant, or only been indulged 
within reasonable limits, began now 
to assume a more alarming tone, and 
to act with more frequency and im- 
petuosity. 

Hurried on from one scene of dis 
Sipation to another, led into circle af: 
ter circle, each succeeding one fur- 
ther removed from sober virtue, he 
soon lost that self-respect, and above 
all, that self-controul for which he 
had been so distinguished. His star, 
though it had risen with dazzling 
brightness, and promised to revolve 
in a path of glory, was about to fall 
from Heaven. He caught the 
gilded bait of vice and gorged the 
naked hook. At times when the 
fascinations of sinful pleasure be- 
gan to pall upon his heart, when 
the factitious excitement of wine 
and mirth had passed away, he 
would awake as from a reverie, 
open his eyes to the condition in 
which he was placed, and to the pros- 
pect before him; and stung with an- 
guish and remorse, exclaim, “O I 
am lost,’ and then fly to some 
scene of revelry and dissipation, and 
labour to drown his anxiety and for- 
get his ruin. But the apprehension 
of God’s displeasure, as well as the 
conviction that he had blighted the 
hopes, wrung the hearts, and bro’t 
down upon his head the unqualified 
condemnation of his earthly friends, 
would steal upon his mind, in spite 
of the maddening bowl, the capti- 
vating play, or the bewildering rout. 
The absorbing interest of the gam- 
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de 


ing table could not altogether ban- 


ish from his thoughts, these har- | 


rowing and unwelcome reflections. 
Goaded to desperation by men 
and unextinguishable regret, sur- 
rounded by companions ruined and 
wretched like himself, and in a 
measure reckless of consequences, 
he resolved to plunge into some 
vice of a deeper and more over- 
whelming interest. His earthly 
happiness was wrecked, his charac- 
ter was irretrievably gone, and as 
he must fall, he determined that his 
fall should be great. 

The human mind is never slow to 
invent modes of wickedness, and to 
discover occasions for its prosecu- 
tion. 

Their schemes were readily form- 
ed in an evil hour, and svon stained 
with the blood of innocence and la- 
den with the hard earnings of honest 
industry. Our young friend is borne 
to the dark and loathsome cell, con- 
secrated for the abode of crime.— 
The die is cast—The period be- 
yond which he may no longer live, 
has been pronounced in tones that 
went like poisoned arrows to his 
heart. And now the mercy he had 
despised, the warning he had spurn- 
ed, rise up to his remembrance like 
accusing spirits to minister, naught 
but despair. Youthful reader— 
touch not, taste not, handle not. 

H. 


LETTER OF DAVID BRAINERD, 


‘Yo his brother John, at Bethel, the town 
of Christian Indians, in New Jersey; 
written at Boston, when he was there 
on the brink of the grave, in the sum- 
mer before his death, 1747.—Philadel- 
phian. 

Dear Brother,—I am now just on 
the verge of eternity, expecting very 
speedily to appear in the unseen 
world. I feel myself no more an in- 
habitant of the earth, and sometimes 
earnestly long to “depart and be 
with Christ.” I bless God, he has 














SEPT. 


for some years given'me an abiding 
conviction, that it is impossible for 
any rational creature to enjoy true 
happiness, without being entirely de- 
voted to him. Under the influence 
of this conviction I have in some 
measure acted. Oh that I had done 
more so. I saw both the excellency 
and necessity of Aodiness in life; but 
never in such a manner as now, when 
I am just brought from the sides of 
the grave. QO my brother, pursue 
after holiness; press towards this 
blessed mark; and let your thirsty 
soul continually say, “I shall never 
be satistied till I awake in thy like- 
ness.”” Although there has been a 
great deal of se/fishness in my views 
of which I am ashamed, and for 
which my soul is humbled at every 
view; yet blessed be God, I find I 
have really had for the most part, 
such a concern for his glory, and the 
advancement of his kingdom in the 
world, that it is a satisfaction to me 
to reffect upon these years. 

And now, my dear brother, as I 
must press you to pursue after per- 
sonal holiness, to be as much in fast- 
ing and prayer, as your health will 
allow, and to live above the rate of 
common christians; so F must entreat 
you solemnly to attend to your pub- 
lic work; labour to distinguish be- 
tween true and false religion; and to 
that end, watch the motions of God’s 
spirit upon your own heart. Look 
to him for help; and impartially 
compare your exfieriences with his 
word. Read Mr. Edwards on the 
Affections, where the essence and 
soul of religion is clearly distinguish- 
ed from false affections. Value re- 
ligious joys according to the sudject 
matter of them: there are many who 
rejoice in their supposed justifica- 
tion; but what do these joys argue, 
but only that they dove themselves? 
Whereas, in true spiritual joys, the 
soul rejoices in God, for what he is 
in himself; blesses God for his holi- 
ness, sovereignty, power, faithful- 
ness, and all his perfections; adores 
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God, that he is what he is, that he is 
unchangeably possessed of infinite 
glory and happiness. Now, when 
men thus rejoice in the ferfections 
6f God, and in the infinite excellency 
of the way of salvation by Christ, and 
in the holy commands of God, which 
are a transcript of his holy nature; 
these joys are divine and spiritual. 
Our joys will stand by us at the hour 
of death, if we can be then satisfied, 
that we have thus acted above se//; 
and ina disinterested manner, if I 
may so express it, rejoiced in the 
glory of the blessed God. 

I tear you are not sufficiently a- 
ware how much false religion there 
is in the world; many serious chris- 
tians and valuable ministers are too 
easily imposed upon by this false 
blaze. I likewise fear, you are not 
sensible of the dreadful effects and 
consequences of this false religion. 
Let me tell you, it is the devil trans- 
formed it into angel of light; it is a 
fiend of hell, that always springs up 
with every revival of religion, and 
stabs and murders the cause of God, 
while it passes current with multi- 
tudes of well meaning people for the 
height of religion. 

Set yourself my brother to crush 
all appearances of this nature a- 
mong the Indians, and never en- 
courage any degrees of heat with- 
out /ight. Charge my people, in 
the name of their dying minister, 
yea, in the name of Him who was 
dead and is alive, to live and walk 
as becomes the gospel. Tell them, 
how great the expectations of God 
and his people are from them, and 
how awfully they will wound God’s 
cause, if they fall into vice, as well 
as fatally prejudice other poor In- 
dians. Always insist, that their ex- 
periences are rotten, that their joys 
are delusive, although they may have 
been wrapped up into the third 
heavens in their own conceit by 
them, unless the main tenor of their 
lives be spiritual, watchful and holy. 


In pressing these things, “thou shalt || 








both save thyselfand those that hear 
thee.” : 

God knows, I was heartily willing 
to have served him longer in the 
work of the ministry, although it had 
still been attended with all the la- 
bours and hardships of past years, 
if he had seen fit that it should be 
so, but as his will now appears other- 
wise, I am fully content, and can 
with the utmost freedom say, “The 
will ofthe Lord be done.” It affects 
me, to think of leaving you in a 
world of sin; my heart pities you, 
that those storms and tempests are 
yet before you, from which I trust, 
through grace, I am almost deliver- 
ed. But ‘God lives, and blessed be 
my Rock;” he is the same Almighty 
Friend; and will, I trust, be your 
guide and helper, as he has been 
mine. 

And now my dear brother, I 
commend you to God and to the 
word of his grace, which is able to 
build you up, and give you inheri- 
tance among all them that are sanc- 
tified. May you enjoy the divine 
presence, both in private and pub- 
lic; and may “the arms of your hands 
be made strong, by the right hand of 
the mighty God of Jacob!” Which 
are the passionate desires and pray- 
ers of Your affectionate dying 
brother. Davip Brainerp, 
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The only hope which we entertain of the 
ultimate success of the Gospel and of 
the Church, is from the wide dissemi- 
nation of such sentiments as are con- 
tained in the following piece. We 
rejoice that a spirit so truly catholic 
and Christian is gaining ground among 
us. We hailit as the harbinger of 
better days. Ed. 


In the April number of the Chris- 
tian Observer, there is an article en- 
titled, ““Review of the Litchfield con- 
troversy,”’ which is well worthy of 
attention for the facts which it deve- 
lops concerning the principles of 
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those who are termed the Evangeli- 
cal Clergy of the Church of Eng- 
land, on the subjects of the claims of 
the church to exclusive orthodoxy. 
In order that this subject may be 
understood by our readers, we shall 
give them an account as far as we 
can gather it from the English pub- 
lication, of the origin of this centro- 
versy. It appears that the Rev. 
Thomas Gisborne, Prebencary of | 
Durham, a very distinguished mem- | | 
ber of the Established Church, In ae 
speech made at Litchfield, in behalf | 
of the Vaudois or Waldenses, x 
| 
| 





pressed the opinion, that various | 
Protestant Churches, without the 
Episcopal pale,and several holding | 
some minor tenets which he deemed | 
erroneous, might be, and were sub- | 
stantially sound in the faith of 
Christ. 
posed that such a proposition would | 
give any offence, for what can be | 
more consistent with Christian chari- 
ty? But for this sentiment he was 
violently attacked in a letter of re- | 
monstrance by the chancellor of the 
diocess, who endeavoured to exhibit 
the soundness of his churchman- 
shif, by abusing Mr. Gisborne, for 
this christian opinion. This drew 
answers from Mr. Gisborne, and | 
others, but particularly one from the 
Rev. Edward Cooper, in which he 
states the ‘rue views of the church, 
not only in a full and satisfactory, 
but in a most eloquent manner. 
Among the particulars of difference 
which exist among what are called 
High and Low Churchmen, will be 
found even in our own country, this 
very subject which excited the Litch- 
field controversy; and it is for the 
purpose of enabling our readers to 
see at one view, these two opposite 
sides of the question, that we shall 
make some extracts. We now 






quote a passage from Mr. Cooper’s 
address to Law, and we take occa- 
sion to remark, that the sentiments 
so ably set forth by Mr. Cooper, are 
the sentiments which have, and we 





It would hardly be sup: | 





trust, will continue to be advocated 
in the pages of the Rocorder. Mr. 
Cooper writes to Mr. Law as follows: 

“You have also, in my opinion, 
greatly misrepresented our church; 
and, by your exhibition of her, have 
tended to convey a very unfavoura- 
ble impression of her spirit and 
character. Ifa person were to de- 
rive his knowledge, and form bis 
opinion of the Church of England 
exclusively from the data with which 
you have furnished him, I do not 
see at what other conclusion he 
could arrive, than that she is a 
church intolerant in her principles; 
uncharitable in her spirit; arrogant 
and exclusive in her pretensions; 
claiming to herself almost the very 
infallibility which she denies to the 
Church of Rome; saying to every 
other Protestant community, ‘Stand 
by thyself, I am holier than thou;’ 
and setting herself up for the only 
sound Protestant. Church in the 
world! I adduce the following pas- 
sage from the Remonstrance, in 
support of this allegation. At page 
8 you introduce the following inter- 
rogations. Sound Protestant church- 
es! *What, sir, do you mean here? 
Is it possible, sir, ysu can believe 
the faith of those churches sound 
and pure, which differ from us? Js 
the faith, I ask you, of the Church 
of Scotland, sound and pure? Is 
the faith, I ask you, of any of those 
sects which overspread this king- 
dora, sound and pure? Is there, I 
ask you, any sect on this or the other 
side of the Tweed, of which you 
have any knowledge, which differs 
from us merely in discipline? Do 
not the differences of them all involve 
points of doctrine? What then do 
you mean by talking of a pure faith, 
distinct from your own church? 
Sound Protestant churches—where 
do you think they are to be found 
out of your own pale?’ 

“I cannot but deeply regret that a 
passage like this should have found 
its way into your publication; and 
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that misrepresentations, so injurious 
to our church, so calculated. to con- 
vey to the minds of your readers the 
most unfavourable impressions re- 
apecting her, and even to expose her 
to the obloquy and reproach of her 
enemies, should be circulated under 
the sanction and authority of your 
name.—I hesitate not to call them 
misrepresentations: because the 
view, which this passage gives of 
our church, is not merely defective, 
it is altogether erroneous. It bears 
no resemblance to the original. It 
reflects no feature belonging to her. 
It presents not a trace or lineament, 
of her real spirit and character.— 
Whither are we to go for a faithful 
exhibition of these, but to her accre- 
dited formularies—to her Articles, 
her Liturgy, and her Homilies— 
those invaluable documents, which 
have been bequeathed to us by the 
very fathers and founders of our 
church; and to which therefore we 
must refer, if we would see her cor- 
rectly and accurately portrayed.— 
But what part of these formularies 
coincides in spirit and sentiment with 
your interrogation; or substantiates 
the view which they give of her in- 
tolerant character? In which of 
these documents does she assume 
to herself the haughty distinction of 
being the only sound Protestant 
church in the world? 

‘] know indeed, that there are 
members of our church, who, in the 
very face of these her established 
formularies and authorized docu- 
ments, yet persist in maintaining un- 
founded and extravagant pretensions 
in her behalf: and such persons, 
while they will approve and applaud 
your statements, will not fail to ac- 
cuse me of a want of attachment to 
our church, for thus openly impugn- 
ing them. But it is by openly im- 
pugning such statements, and, so far 
as I may be able, by counteracting 
their injurious tendencies, that I am, 
in my own view of the case, most 
decidedly proving my attachment, 








and fulfilling my duty to her. I am 
warmly and cordially attached to the 
Chorch of England; and in a due re- 
gard and predilection for her, I will 
in nothing yield, even to the per- 
sons in question. I am attached to 
her from principle. I am attached 
to her by affection. I love her—not 
because I regard her as a perfect 
church, without spot or blemish (for 
she is a human institution, adminis- 
tered by human agents, and must 
therefore, in some measure, partake 
of their imperfections and infirmi- 
ties,) but because I believe her to he 
a truly Christian church, built on the 
foundation of the Apostles and Pro- 
phets; a church primitive in her 
constitution. Protestant in her prin- 
ciples, sound in doctrine, salutary in 
her institutions; the bulwark, under 
God, of the reformed religion; and a 
living member of the body of Christ. 
I love her because of the spiritual 
provision which she has made for 
the nurture of her children from the 
cradle to the grave; and for the 
ample means, with which she fur- 
nishes her ministers for fulfilling their 
sacred office, and for feeding the 
flock of Christ. I love her, because 
of her catholic, comprehensive 
spirit—charitable towards those who 
are without her pale—and embra- 


cing within her widely extended.“ 


arms, persons, who, while holding 
the Head together, may yet differ in 
their judgments on many secondary 
and inferior points—the pious Ar- 
minian on the one hand, and the no 
less pious Calvinist on the other— 
healing and binding up the spiritual 
wounds of both; pouring into their 
bosoms the cordials and consolations 
of the same Gospel; and teaching 
them alike to pray ‘with the spirit 
and with the understanding’ in the 
words of the same liturgy, and to 
unite in fellowship together at the 
same table of their common Lord. 
“These are the views which I 
have been accustomed to take ofour 
church, It is in this light that I 
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have been taught to contemplate 
her. And thus viewed and contem- 
plated, I regard her with sentiments 
of veneration and affection.—But is 
not this enough? In proof of my 
veneration and love, am I also to 
make her my idol; to put her in the 
place of God, or of His word? Am 
1 to set her up, like the golden 
image of old, as the object of univer- 
sal adoration and worship? Am I 
to require all men to bow down be- 
fore her—am I even to insist that 
they shall see her with my cyes, and 
love and venerate her as I do—on 
pain of being excluded as unsound, 
from the communion of saints, or of 
being assigned over, as heathen, to 
the uncovenated mercies of God? — 
Tt is not thus that I have learnt to 
understand things that differ, and to 
discriminate between good and evil. 
Such idolatry, our church would be 
the first to protest against, and to 
condemn. If she were not, she 
would be unworthy the name of Pro- 
testant. In vain would Cranmer, 
and Ridley, and Latimer have been 
bound for her to the stake. In vain 
would they have died to reform and 
purify her. She would still be no- 
thing more than another modifica- 
tion of Popery: and partaking of 
Babylons’s sins, she would soon re- 
ceive of her plagues.”’ 

As many of our readers may not 
be in possession of the Christian Ob- 
server, we shall endeavour to abridge 
the remarks of the Reviewer which 
follow the extract just made, and we 
hope that our churchmen, both high 
and /ow, will read this article atten- 
tively, as it will bring certain strange 
things to their ears; we allude parti- 
cularly to those parts which we print 
in italics, and to the note about the 
sylloge confessionum. In reference 
to those publications which endea- 
voured to defend Mr. Law in his 
preposterous, and unchristian, and 
sweeping denunciation of other de- 
nominations, the reviewer makes the 
following remarks:— 








“Tn Jooking through the pamphlets 
advocating the cause of the Remon- 
strance, we observe nothing like the 
recognition of the principle, that— 
laying aside, for the moment, the 
political bearings of the subject—the 
one great end of the established 
church is to prepare her members 
for eternal happiness in the world to 
come. There may be here and 
there an incidental hint in reference 
to moral purity; but religion itself is 
not woven into the texture of the 
piece. Their writers are anxious to 
perpetuate what, in their cstimate, 
forms the discipline or external regu- 
lations of the church; and with this 
they are apparently well satisfied. 
These spiritual architects erect the 
shell of the building; gain, among 
their admirers the credit of skill, 
taste, and adherence to primitive 
rules of science; but never seem to 
be aware, that a respect for antiqui- 
ty, and taste, and skill are only means 
existing towards the completion of 
an edifice, which may advance no 
farther: the interior may never be 
begun, and the whole undertaking 
remain for ever useless. - Every 
church, and especially every church 
formed on the common basis of Pro- 
testantism, is valuable no farther than 
as it trains up its adherents in the 
practical knowledge of Christianity; 
in that Christianity which existed be- 
fore the Reformation, and would sur- 
vive the destruction of any given 
branch of the universal church. We 
say this without the most remote dis- 
paragement of any community either 
at home or abroad; and we may say it 
under the full conviction that the pros- 
perity of our own establishment will 
advance or recede, in proportion as 
its friends recognise or disown the 
main principles ofthe Gospel of Jesus 
Christ, as they are developed, for the 
edification of the Christian world, in 
the holy Scriptures. We ourselves, 
as members of the establishment, do 
not found our attachment to it on its 
enforcing a certain interpretation of 
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Scripture; and, as it were, providing 
us with a scheme of religion ready 
made to our hands, and delivering 
us from all care and anxiety to exa- 
mine its consistency with the Bible; | 
but because we find that the religion 
of the New Testament is incorpora- 
ted into the national creed. Conse- 
quently, we do not subscribe to the 
Articles before, but after, we have 
examined their professed origin, and 
we find that the stream tastes of the 
fountain. But this supposes, that, 
had the Church of England never 
existed, nothing of Christianity would 
properly have been lost. Its doc- 
trines might not indeed be found in 
the condensed and methodical form 
of creeds and articles; but the origi- 
nal materials would have still been 
accessible, and neither jot nor tittle 
could have passed away from them. 
Again: when disputants write about 
the peculiar principles of the united 
church, it might be well for them to 
be aware, that all the leading doc- 
trines of her creed are the common 
pfiroperty of other anti-hapfal com- 
munions; and, more than this, that 
these same doctrines have been long 
embodied in the confessions of the 
cantinental churches, and owned by 
their ministers and members as the 
standards of their faith. This may 
be surprising intelligence to many 
who felicitate themselves on thei 
fidelity to the Anglican church, and 
on their entire freedom from the er- 
rors which, as they are convinced, 
degrade all other divisions of Chris- 
tendom. Have these divines ever 
read the Sylloge Confessionum, pub- 
lished and re-published within these 
few years at the Clarendon press; 
and originally arranged under the 
care of the Regius Professor of Di- 
vinity at Oxford, Bishop Randolph?* 


* The Oxford Sylloge contains the 
Helvetic, Augsburgh, Saxon, and Belgic 
Confessions, the Heidelberg Catechism, 
and the Canons of the Synod of Dort. 
The Confessions are taken from a scarce 
book called Corpus et Syntagma Confee- 





— 


| It might really be supposed from the 
representations of some writers, that 
even the three creeds, the Ten Com- 
mandments, and the Lord’s Prayer, 
were the exclusive possession of the 
Church of England; that she mono- 
polized all the spiritual treasures of 
the Reformation; and that the Scrip- 
ture itself was accessible only 
through her own portals. So 
thought not Cranmer, Jewell, An- 
drews, Hooker, Hall, and many 
mighty names enrolled among the 
prelates, and theologians of the Pro- 
testant church of England! These 
great men were not deluded by that 
half-knowledge, which  pollutes 
whatever it touches, into expressions 
of jealousy and disgust against other 
branches of the church of Christ, 
then separated from Antichrist. 
They had, it is true, their own pre- 
dilections; but they had also affec- 
tionate and fraternal feelings for all 
such as shared in their principles; 
and they knew, by conference and 
correspondence, and by reading the 
published writings of every party, 
not merely where they and their con- 
temporaries differed and agreed to 
differ, but also where they all cordi- 
ally united. The result was,—and 
let the words of Richard Hooker 
himself, the great apologist of our 
hierarchy, stand as anillustration and 
evidence of our positionx—that the 
devout Epfriscopalians of the carlier 
Church of England co-operated with 
foreign divines of Congregational 
or Presbyterian communities, and 
with Nonconformists at home, in la- 
bouring to save the souls of men, on 


sionum Fidei, &c. &c. They were ¢on- 
temporary with our own Articles, The 
Helvetic document received the express 
approbation of our church; and several 
parts of our public formularies may be 
evidently traced to those of Augsburgh 
and the Netherlands. The latter part of 
the final clause of the Seventeenth Ar- 
ticle, so frequently appealed to as decid- 
ing the anti-calvinistic sense of that ar- 
ticle, is a literal translation from Calvin’s 
Institutes!—Vide Inst. 1, 17, 5. 
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doctrinal princifiles, common to all 
the nersons engaged in their divine 


_enterprize; and mutualiy determin- 


ing to be silent on questions affect- 
ing, not the internal, but the out- 
qard, economy of the church of 
Christ. They agreed, in fact, that 
a penitent believer might enter into 
the kingdoin of heaven, either 
through the gates expanded for him 
in the Church of England, by its 
arch-bishops, bishops, priests, and 


_,siéacons, with all their attendant ap- 
aaa paratus; or through the portal of the 


congregation at Geneva, unbolted by 
a presbyter and his inferior officers, 
although unsupported by the auxil- 
jaries of a national establishment. 
The secret of all this was, that these 
men studied Christianity in its ab- 
stract, essential, spiritual nature. 
They called their fellow-sinners to 
repeat and believe the Gospel; and 
such as beard and obeyed the call 
were received into their mystical and 
universal church. Men ofa differ- 
ent tone and temper in spiritual 
things call their adherents to an ex- 
ternal connexion with the cathedral 
or the conventicle, it matters not 
which,—and this summons being at- 
teided. all in their view is well. 
They have swelled their numbers, 
and augmented the importance of 
their party, and all is very well. 
Alas! on this very: principle Moham- 
metanism also glories in its converts 
and laughs in triuinph at the infidel 
dogs out of its pale. The Anti- 
christ too of the papal world looks 
for recruits with no higher purpose, 
and compares its numerical atrengta 
with the very inferior success of Lu- 
ther and Calvin; and of the earlier 
schisms of Wickliffe, Huss, and of 
the Valleys of Piedmont. In the 
mean time, a silent but terrific tri- 
umph is enjoyed by the rulers of the 
darkness of this world. While rival 
communities of Christians pass on to 
their eternal state in the indulgence 
of mutual blame and abuse, or in 








mutualexcommunications, souls are 


lost; and the spoil of conquest is ul- 
timately gathered by the principali- 
ties and powers of death and hell. 
No sight is so welcome to the great 
adversary of God and man as that of 
responsible beings forgetting their 
own salvation in questions which es- 
trange Christians from their brethren 
and convert what ought to be a 
communion ef saints—a heaven be- 
gun on earth—into a family of strife 
and discord. But, if we are fully 


aware of the value of unity, and of 


the spirit of co-ofieration, we are al- 
so conscious that itis no uncommon 
thing among mankind to affect a 
love of freace, because they do not 
like to be disturbed by discussion in 
their errors and habits of life. 
There is u freace also of indiffer- 
ence; as also there is a peace of prin- 
cifle. Inthe former case, it is—we 
borrow the phraseology of Mr. Wil- 
berforce—the peace, not of order, 
but of inaction; the stillness, not of 
tranquillity, but of death.” 

We have swelled this article out 
much longer than we had intended, 
but as we read the remarks, they 
appeared to us so valuable, that we 
think good may be done by thei 
wide dissemination. Though it may 
number us among the very lowest of 
churchmen, we are free to say that 
our sentiments coincide exactly with 

hose of Mr. Cooper and the Chris- 
tian Observer; and that we hold it a 
maxim of Christianity, and humbly 
think it the opinion of our church 
also; that various Protestant church- 
es out of our pale, though they may 
hold some minor tenets with which 
we may not agree, are still substan- 
tially sound in the faith of Christ; and, 
we cannot hesitate to say, that with- 
out resorting to the cold expedient 
of leaving other denominations to the 
uncovenanted mercies of God for 
their salvation, if saved at all—we 
can truly believe that the gates of 
heaven may be entered by the peni- 
tént and believing, though the bolts 
may not be undrawn, either by a 
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Bishop, Priest, or Deacon. We 
judge the prosperity depends not on 
urging any such claims as exclusive 
orthodoxy, or any thing else absolu- 
tely exclusive. She can stand upon 
her primitive order without judging 
others, and when the purity of those 
doctrines which are contained in the 
articles, the litargy, and the homi- 
lies is considered, and when that 
living spirit of devotion which per- 
vades ail her services is also taken 
into the account, she surely has 
claims ofa high and holy character— 
claims which endear her to us by all 
that is pure and sacred—claims 
enough to satisfy the heart which 
sincerely loves, but dares not to ido- 
lize her. 
Philadelphia Recorder. 


INFIDELITY RENOUNCED. 
The following reasons were assigned 
by a reclaimed infidel, for re- 
nouncing Deism and embracing 

Christianity. 

That I never saw, heard, or read 
of any man, woman or child, that 
was reformed, either in whole or in 
part, by embracing the principles of 
deism. 

That I have known hundreds and 
heard of thousands, who have been 
reformed by embracing. Christiani- 
ty. 

That I have known industrious 
and sober men, who by imbibing the 
principles of deism, almost instantly 
became desperately wicked, and in 
many instances, dangerous members 
of civil society. 

That I have known some deists, 
and many scoffers of religion, speed- 
ily and effectually turned from their 
most abandoned practices, dy the 
hreaching of the Gospel, to a life of 
righteousness, which showed itself 
by sobriety, industry, charity, 


brotherly kindness, and universal 
philanthropy. 
That I do not recollect ever hear- 
VoL. 8......N0, 2.9. 











ing but one deist profess really to 
believe in.a future state of rewards 
and punishments. 

That I never met with a man, who 
professed to be a real Christian, but 
who built his principal hopes upon 
a reality of a future state. 

That in scripture, all the crimes 
that man can possibly commit, are 
under the severest penalities, for- 
bidden, and every possible virtue 
is inculcated and encouraged by 
promises of eternal and exceeding 


great rewards. 


I have known some deists, and 


_read of many, who at the apparent 


point of death, were seized with the 
most horrible despair, uttering the 
most bitter reflections against them- 
selves, for their total neglect of those 
duties commanded in the gospel. 
But, who ever heard, or read ofa 
Christian at the hour of death, des- 
pairing of the mercy of God, because 
he had all his lifetime rejected De- 


‘ism, and shunned the company of its 


professors? Or even when long, 
fierce diseases had shaken the ner- 
vous system, and raging fevers in- 
flamed the blood, have they ever 
been so far deranged as to wish they 
had never been born, for not reject- 
ing the bible as a wicked and mis- 
chievous imposition on the human 
race. 


CATHOLIC CLERGY OF FRANCE, 

The number of Clergy necessary 
for France is ascertained to be 50,- 
942; the number of priests in actual 
service is 36,108; priests over the 
age of sixty years, 12,813; the num- 
ber of aged, decrepid, and infirm, is 
2,180; deaths last year. 1,178; ordi- 
nations last year, 1,620; priests, 
deacons, 1,305, sub-deacons 1,314; 
number of students aspiring to the 
ecclesiastical state, and at present in 
seminaries, 20,862; nuns, including 
the sisters of charity, 19,785. 
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To the Editor of the Repertory. 
The notice of the following ordinations had not come to hand, when 
the account published in the last number of the Repertory went to 


press. 


Dec. —, by Bp. Griswold, of R. I. 
July 12, ,, ,, Hobart, of N. Y. 
—— oe a. ”» 


a 99 


Mr. J. Howland Coit. 
Edmund D. Griffin. 
Wm L. Keese. 
Alexander H, Corsley. 


Making the number of Deacons ordained during the year, 44 instead 
of 40:—Bishop Hobart 12, instead of 9; and Bisho» Griswold 5, instead 


of 4. 


There may be still some that are omitted, but I know of none. 


A. E. 


eT 
—— 


POETRY. 


The following we copy from the 
Edinburgh Review: it is from the | 
Spanish of Jorge Manrique, on the 
It is a fine' 
specimen of Spanish poetry, of the | 


death of his father. 


higher order. 


O! let the soul its slumber break, 

Arouse its senses and awake, 
Tosee how soon 

Life, with its glories, glides away, 

And the stern footstep of decay 
Comes stealing on. 


How pleasure, like the passing wind, 

Blows by, and leaves us nought behind 
But grief at last; 

How still our present happiness 

Seems, to the wayward fancy, less 
Than what is past. 


And while we eye the rolling tide, 

Down which our flying minutes glide 
Away so fast; 

Let us the present hour employ, 

And deem each future dream of joy 
Already past, ; 


Let no vain hope deceive the mind— 

No happier let us hope to find 
To-morrow than to-day. 

Our golden dreams of yore were bright, 

Like them the present shall delight— 
Like them decay. 


Our lives like hasting streams must be, 
That into one engulphing sea 
Are doomed to fall: 
The Sea of Death, whose waves roll on, 
O’er king and kingdom, crown and 
throne, 
And swallow all. 





{ Alike the river’s lordly tide. 


Alike the humble riv’lets glide 

To that sad wave; 

Death levels poverty and pride, 

And rich and poor sleep side by side 


Within the grave. 
* * * 


Our birth is but a starting place, 
Life is the running of the race, 
And death the goal: 
There all our steps at last are brought. 
That path alone, of all unsought, 
Is found of all. 


Say, then, how poor and little wortk, 
Are all those glittering toys of earth 
That lure us here; 
Dreams of a sleep that death must break. 
Alas! before it bids us wake, 
Ye disappear. 


Long ere the damps of death can bligk: 

The cheek’s pure glow of red and white 
Hath passed away: 

Youth smiled, and all was heavn’ly fair; 

Age came, and laid his finger there, 
And where are they? 


Where are the strength that mocked de- 
cay, 
The step that rose so light and gay, 
The heart’s blithe tone?—~ 
The strength is gone, the step is slow, 
And joy grows weariness and woe 


When age come on. 
* © e 


JEPTHAH’S DAUGHTER. 


Sue stood before her father’s gorgeous 
tent, 

To listen for his coming. Her loose hair 

Was es on her shoulders, like a 
cloud 
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Floating around a statue, and the wind, 

Just swaying her light robe, revealed a 
shape 

Praxiteles might worship. She had 
clasped 

fier hands upon her bosom, and had 
raised 

Her beautiful, dark, Jewish eyes to Hea- 
ven, 

Till the long lashes taid upon her brow. 

Her lip was slightly parted like the cleft 

Of a pomegranate blossom, and her neck, 

Just where the cheek was melting to its 
curve, 

With the unearthly beauty sometimes 
there 

Was shaded, as if light had fallen off, 

It’s surface was so polished. She was 
quelling 

Hier light, quick breath, to hear; and the 
white rose 

Scarce moved upon her bosom, as it 
swelled. 

Like nothing but a lovely dream of light, 

To meet the arching of her queenly 
neck, 

Her countenance was radiant with love,— 

She looked a thing to die forit. <A be- 


in 

Whose whole existence was the pouring 
out 

Of rich and deep affections. I have 
thought 


A brother’s and a sister’s love was much. 

I know a brother’s ise—for I have been 

A sister’s idol; and I know how broke 

The heart may be with its own tender- 
ness.— 

But the affection of a delicate child 

For a fond father, gushing as it does 

With the sweet springs of life, and pour- 
ing on 

Through all earth’s changes like a prin- 
ciple,— 

Chasten’d with reverence, and made 
more pure 

By the world’s discipline of light and 
shade— 

It must be holier. 

The wind bore on 

The leaden tramp of thousands. Clari- 
on notes 

Rang sharply on the ear at intervals; 

And the low, mingled din of mighty 
hosts 

Romenng from the battle, poured from 
ar, 

Like the deep murmur of a restless sea. 

They came, as earthly conquerors always 
come,— 

With blood and splendor, revelry and 
woe. 








The stately horse treads proudly—he 
hath trod 

The brow of death, as well. The chariot 
wheels 

Of warriors roll magnificently on— 

Their weight hath crush’d the fallen, 
Man is there; 

Majestic, lordly man—with his sublime 

And elevated brow, and godlike frame; 

Lifting his crest in triumph,—for his 
heel 

Hath trod the dying like a wine-press 
down! 

The mighty Jepthah led his warriors on 

Thro’ Mizpeh’s streets. His helm was 
proudly set; 

And his stern lip curled slightly, as if 
praise 

Were forthe hero’s scorn. His step was 
firm, 

But free as India’s leopard; and his mail, 

Whose shekels none in Israel might 
bear, 

Was like a cedar’s tassel on his frame. 

His crest was Judah’s kingliest. And 
the look 

Of his dark, lofty eye, and bended brow, 

Might quell the lion. He led on; but 
thoughts 

Seemed gathering round which troubled 
him. The veins 

Grew visible upon his swarthy brow, 

And his proud lip was pressed as if with 

ain. 

He trod less firmly; and his restless eye 

Glanc’d forward frequently, as if some ill 

He dar’d not meet, were there. His 
home was near; 

And men were thronging with that 
strange delight 

They have in human passions, to observe 

The struggle of his feelings with his 
pride. 

He gazed intensely forward. The tall 
firs 

Before his tent were motionless. The 
leaves 


Of the sweet aloe, and the clustering 
vines 
| Which half concealed his threshold, met 
his eye 
Unchanged and peautiful; and one by 
one 
The balsam with its sweet-distilling 
stems, 
And the Circassian rose, and all the 
crowd 


Of silent and familiar things, stele up 

Like the recovered passages of dreams: 

He strode on rapidly. A moment more; 

And he had reach’d his home; when Io! 
there sprang 
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One with a bounding footstep, and a 
brow 

Of light, to meet him. Oh how beauti- 
ful! — 

Her dark eye flashing like a sun-lit gem— 





And her luxuriant hair!—’twas like the 
sweep 

Of a swift wing in visions. He stood | 
still, 

As if'the sight had withered him. She 
threw 

Her arms abeut his neck—he heeded 
not. 


She called him “Father’—but he 
answered not. 

She stood and gazed upon him. Was he ; 
wroth?— 

There was no anger in that blood-shot 
eye. 

Had sickness seized him? She unclasp’d 
his helm, 

And laid her white hand gently on his 
brow, 

And the large veins felt stiff and hard 
like cords. 

The touch aroused him. He raised up 
his hands 

And spoke the name of God, in agony. 

She knew that he was stricken, then, 


and rushed aE: | 
Again into his arms; and with a flood i 
\ 








Of tears she could not bridle, sobbed a 
prayer 


That he would tell her of his wretched- 
ness. 

Mle told her—and a momentary flush 

Shot o’er ber countenance; and then the 
soul 

Of Jepthah’s daughter wakened; and she 
stood 

Calmly and nobly up, and said ’twas 
well--- 

And she would die. . .. + - = « 

- + « « + ‘The sun had well nigh set, 

The fire was on the altar; and the priest 

Of the High God was there. <A wasted 
man 

Was stretching out his withered hands to 
Heaven, 

As if he would have pray’d, but had no 
words— 

And she who was to die, the calinest 
one 


‘tn Israel at that hour stood up alone 


And waited for the sun to set. Her 
face 

Was pale, but very beautiful; her lip 

Had-a more delicate outline, and the 
tint 

Was deeper; but her countenance was 
like 

The majesty of angels. 

The sun set— 
And she was dead--but not by violence. 
Ror. 





Mevirw. 


Sermons. By the Rev. J. W. Cunning- 
ham, A.M. Vicar of Harrow, &c — 
London. Republished by W.- B. Gil- 


ley, Broadway, N. Y. 


No species of publication awa- 
ken so little interest as that of ser- 
mons. The cause of this indiffer- 
ence we do not pretend fully to un- 
derstand; neither are we satisfied 
with those reasons for it which 
are generally asgigned. Some 
persons allege that the name is 
stupifying and somniferous; and 
could a more attracting and 
cheerful appellation be introduc- 
ed, they believe the public at- 
tention would be aroused and fas- 
tened. Others suppose the diffi- 
culty to exist in the general taste. 
While works of a light character, 








and embellished costume, works 
indicative of no thought en the 
part of their authors, and requir- 
ing none from their readers—are 
welcomed and admired; the sober 
and often profound considerations 
which are presented in the plain 
and scriptural language of ser- 
mons, are regarded with indiffer- 
ence and treated with neglect. 
We are inclined to the opinion 
that the manner is the great stum- 
bling block at which the public 
taste halts. It is hard to conceal 
facts of this kind if we would, and 
it would be wrong if we had the 
power. Theological writings and 
other religious publications have 
been so much deformed by cant, 
vagaries and mysticism, as to 
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have acquired a bad reputation. — 
They have swelled ta such an 
enormous bulk, and are so largely 
guilty of vain repetitions and mo- 
notonous tirade, that the world 
have long consigned their perusal 
mainly to the body ecclesiastic.— 
These remarks do not apply solely 
to the religious writings of the 
dark ages. The stain yet mars the 
beauty of theological science and 
Christian literature. The publi- 
cations of the last century it is 
true have done much towards re- 
storing the credit, and exalting 
the character of this description 
of writings; but imbecility, servile 
imitation, loathsome affectation, 
unenligntened enthusiasm, attach- 
ment to cold and heartless for- 
mality, and an_ indiscriminate 
and bigoted condemnation of all 
Opposite sentiments, still limit 
their influence, and diminish their 
reputation. ‘These, among other 
causes, have given a_ repulsive 
aspect to the productions of the 
Christian pen. But surrounded 
with this mass of dulness, igno- 
rance, ambitiousness, and insipidi- 
ty, we rejoice in being able to 
point the public attention to some 
specimens of pure taste, fervent 
piety, correct Judgment, and ele- 
gant learning. Within the last 
twenty years, the ministry of the 
Episcopal Church in England has 
been adorned by men, we trust 
after God’s own heart—men who 
have added to the most extensive 
attainments in science, the highest 
measure of Christian purity and 
excellence. ‘heir published ser- 
mons are a great acquisilion to 
the cause of true piety and sound 
learning. Among these distin- 
guished advocates for the faith of 
the Gospel, Mr. Cunningham 
stands pre-eminent. Long has 


his light and graceful pen contri- 
buted to the public instruction and 
amusement; and his name 1s now 
strongly associated with all that is 








elegant in learning, and elevated 
and pure in morals and religion. 
His sermons have not disap- 
pointed our expectations, and 
these were of no trifling extent.— 


When the author of “the World — 


without Souls,” and of “the Velvet: 
Cushion,” was announced as the 

author of the volume before us, 
we engaged in its perusal with ap 

eagerness which was only equalled 

by our satisfaction and delight.— 
We wish to present him to our 
readers, in some of those points of 
view in which he appears to us 
most strikingly excellent. In the 
first place he is distinguished from 
most writers of sermons, by the 
ease and familiarity of his style-— 
He makes however no sacrifice of 
necessary dignity, and while he 
wins your affection he does not 
lose your respect. He appears 
entirely free from all restraint, 
and pours forth the treasures of 
his mind in a manner most natur- 
al and pleasing. At home, in the 
bosom of his beloved flock, he 
speaks with the freedom and ten- 
derness of a parent to his children. 

We here insert a specimen of 
his peculiarly happy and familiar 
style of address. It is taken from 
the sermon on indecision in reli- 
gion. 

“Conceive an individual to be borne 
onthe wings of angels to heaven; to have 
the uncounted riches of the treasury of 
God displayed to him; to have a key put 
into his hands, and to be told, “This is 
the key of all these treasures—use it, and 
they are your own for ever.” Sucha 
key, my Christian brethren, to all the un- 
searchable riches of heaven, is devout and 
believing prayer. This opens the door 
to the treasury of God. “Ifany man lack 
wisdom, let him ask of God, who giveth 
liberally, and upbraideth not.” “Ye have 
not, because ye ask not.”—Nothing is 
more obvious, to a mind intent upon its 
own movements, than our dependence 
upon some mysterious Power without, 
and superior to ourselyes, upon a Power, 
generally speaking, acting, or refusing to 
act, according to the nature and spirit of 
our supplications. There are seasons, 
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for example, when the most trifling 
event, the weakest cavil against religion, 
the slightest shaft of ridicule, has power 
to fasten itself upon the mind, and to dis- 
turb its purposes. Can this be the same 
mind which has, a thousand and a thou- 
sand times, without difficulty, sustained 
or repelled similar attacks? Yes; but 
you have been cold and negligent in de- 
votion, and your strength, like that of 
Samson, has departed from you. He who 
alone can “establish, strengthen, and set- 
tle’’ the soul, has left it to the poverty 
and emptiness of its own resources. On | 
the contrary, are there not moments when | 
nothing seems to disquiet you; when | 





faith rises triumphant over every ob- | 
stacle; when the mind appears to be lift- 

ed above the trials and temptations of | 
life, into a region of undisturbed sereni- | 
ty, and purity, and joy; when the realities | 
of the Gospel so fill it as to leave no 
avenue for doubts to enter; when the 
soul, unseduced and unterrified by sur- 
rounding objects, is able, through good 
report and evil report, through persecu- 
tion, and trial, and loss, to pursue its calm 
and unfaltering course, and when, in 
fact, you are able to trample on the 
things of this world as so many mere step- 
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ping-stones to eternity? If so, 1 would 
appeal to your own experience, whether 
guch seasons have not ordinarily followed 
your sincere and ardent applications to 
the Throne of Grace. Prayer, in short, 
opens a way of communication between 
heaven and earth; and when the way is 
thus opened, the blessing never fails to 
descend.” pp. 27-28. 

We consider the sermon on the 
besetting sin, one of almost un- 
rivalled excellence. The means 
of detecting our peculiar faults, 
are pointed out with the hand of a 
master. Much close thinking, deep 
self-examination, fervent prayer, 
and assiduous perusal of the Bible, 
are evinced in this excellent, prac- 
tical discourse. The outline, as 
well as the filling up, is remarkable 
for strong and original thought, 
and the discourse is, at the same 
time, simple and level to the 
plainest understanding. It con- 


veys its powerful and well-direct- 
ed admonitions with a skill and 
force altogether novel. 

The divisions are, 








“I, SomMx oF THE MEANS BY WHICH WE 
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MAY BE ASSISTED IN THE DETECTION OF 
OUR BESETTING SIN; and, 

“Il. SomE OF THE MEANS BY WHICH WE 
sam BEST HOPE TO BE DELIVERED FROM 

The subdivisions under the first 
head should be indelibly impress- 
ed upon our memories, and made 
a manual for daily use in our 
self-examination. 

1. We discover the besetting 
sin, by considering what are the 
faults most common to men, of 
our own temperament and consti- 
tution. 

2. By examining the prevailing 
defects of men, of like age, cir- 
cumstances, rank, or employment, 
with ourselves. 

3. ‘The serious consideration of 
the sins of our own times, and na- 
tion, and neighbourhood. 

4. By considering what is the 
inward dispusition or passion by 
which you have been most fre- 
quently betrayed into acts of out- 
ward disobedience to God. 

5. By ascertaining what is the 
sin for which we can least bear re- 
proof. 

6 What would cost us most 
pain to abandon. 

We here give a specimen of the 
able manner in which this master- 
ly plan is executed. 

1. “And, first, we may be, in some in- 
stances, assisted in the discovery of the 
besetting sin, by considering what are the 
faults most common to men of our own tem- 
perament and conetitution.—The same 
soil has, under the like circumstances, a 
tendency to throw out the same weeds; 
and the offences of nature, constituted 
alike, will, in many instances, bear a 
strong resemblance to each other. Am 
I, therefore, of a sanguine temperament; 
what (let me ask) are the most frequent 
defects and offences of the sanguine? Is 
my nature, on the contrary, cold and 
phlegmatic; what are commonly the be- 
setting sins of the cold? Am I constitu- 
tionally timid; what are the usual defects 
of the timid? Am I bold; what are the 
more usual sins of a high and daring 
spirit? 

Nor let it be objected to this scrutiny 
into the faults of others when in search 
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of our own, that it will tend to cherish a 
habit of severity towards those around 
us. To scrutinize the defects of others 
with no object, or a bad one, is to endan- 
ger both humility and Christian love. 
But, in the present instance, where we 
are searching for the materials, not of 
vanity, but of humility and self-abase- 


ment, we may hope that the compassion 


of the Saviour will preserve us from the 
perils of the employment. Go forth, 
therefore, thou who canst discover so 
little of corruption in thyself, into the 
common walks of life, and survey the 
great company of those who are “men 
of like passions with yourselves.” Be- 
hold that self-complacent Pharisee; that 
empty formalist; that “lover of pleasure 
rather than lover of God;’”’ that anxious 
bustler in the concerns of a perishing 
world, and trifler with eternity; that op- 
poser of faith to works, or works to faith; 
that mere: professor, with his creed 
lodgedin his memory, but excluded from 
his heart; that traitor to his Lord, con- 


fessing him with his lips, but crucifying | 
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him afresh by his daily temper and 


practice. 


with them; inquire whether the same 


temperament is not betraying you into | 


the like offences, and thus learn your 
“besetting sin.”’ 

‘“‘Thinkest thou, O man, which judgest 
them that do such things, and doest the 
same, that thou shalt escape the judg- 
ment of God? 

2. *A second means of detecting the 
besetting sin, is by examining the prevail- 
ing defects of men of like age, circumstan- 
ces, runk, or employment, with ourselves.— 
Men are, in many instances, the mere 
creatures of the circumstances in which 
they are placed, Like circumstances 
beget like habits. It may be remarked, 
that our Lord, in addressing the Priests, 
the Pharisees, the Scribes, and other 
classes among his countrymen, often 
censures them as it were in the mass, and 
in their corporate capacity—a mode of 
address which so cautious and tender an 
obsefver of human nature would not 
have adopted, unless all the members of 
these various bodies had been prone to 
similar faults. In every age and condi- 
tion, also, there are certain defects and 
transgressions in a measure common to 
the body to which we belong. The 
public, and the retired man—the stu- 
dious and the trifling—the man of busi- 
ness, and of pleasure—the rich and the 
poor—the aged and the young—parents 


Contemplate these various | 
classegsand characters; compare yourself | 
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and children—husbands and wives—mag- 
ters and servants, have their distinct and 
characteristic temptations and faults to 
which they are exposed. The rapidity 
with which certain evil habits diffuse 
themselves over any class of men is, 
therefore, less astonishing than grievous. 
Their temptations are, in a measure, the 
same; their dangers the same; one coun- 
tenances the other; the law of custom is 
substituted for the law of God; and sym- 
pathy, and the force of imitation, com- 
plete what a deviation from Scripture 
begins. When the Apostle speaks of 
‘Demas forsaking’ him, he adds, ‘at my 
first answer no man stood with me.’ 
When Peter denied his Master, ‘all the 
disciples forsook him and fled.” Behold 
here, then, my Christian brethren, ang- 
ther rule for the detection of the beset- 
ting sin. Survey the class to which you 
belong with a spiritual eye. What are 
their mvre common faults and vices? 
Are they, generally speaking, selfish? 
are they actuated by a worldly spirit? 
are they guilty of levity, intemperance, 
or bigotry; of faithlessness to God, or 
coldness to their Redeemer? Then, at 
least, be ready to suspect yourselves of 
these faults. ‘As in water, face answereth 
to face, so the heart of man to man.’ ”’ 
pp. 96, 97, 98, 99, 100. 

Again, our author is distinguish- 
ed for the ability with which he 
employs and applies every part of 
the sacred writings. He is indeed 
a workman that needeth not be 
ashamed, for he rightly divideth 
the word of God, and gives to 
each a portion in due season. 

The following extract will ena- 
ble the reader to judge of the just- 
ness of our remark. It is taken 
from the sermon entitled “the In- 
ward Testimony.” 

‘““WHAT IS MEANT BY THE BELIFVEB IN 
THE Son oF Gop HAVING ‘THE WITNESS IN 
HIMSELF??? 

“In order to obtain more exact notions 
on this subject, it may be well to con- 
sider, in addition to what has been sta- 
ted on the subject of faith, that, by a law 
in the dispensations of Divine Provi- 
dence, the man really believing in the 
Son of God, is, through the power of the 
Holy Spirit, put in actual possession of 
all for which he relies on his Redeemer. 
He humbly relies on him for ‘pardon,’ 
and he is pardoned. He humbly trusts 
in him for ‘a 2tew heart,’ and he is convert- 
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ed and sanctified in heart and life. ‘By 
him,’ it is said, ‘all that believe are justi- 
fied from all things.’ ‘Ye are the child- 
ren of God, by faith in Christ Jesus.’ ‘If 
any man be in Christ, he is a,new 
creature.’—Faith no sooner lays hold of 
the Saviour’s garment, than ‘virtue’ be- 
gins to go out of him. Faith no sooner, 
as in the vision of the Patriarch, raises 
the ladder between heaven and earth, 
than the blessings begin to descend. 
‘He that believeth, hath everlasting life.’ 

“And now, with these observations as 
a key in our hand, let us proceed to the 
examination of the language of our text: 
‘He that believeth hath the witness in 
himself.’ 

1. “And consider, first, the case of the 
man believing in the Son of God as a Sa- 
viour from the guilt of sin.—Suppose an 
individual, for instance, to have been 
just awakened to a sense of his lost con- 
dition as a sinner. Imagine him, after 
years of guilt and folly, to have this one 
sentence of Scripture fastened by the 
Spirit of the Lord upon his conscience, 
‘Che wicked shall be turned into hell, 
and all the people that forget God.’ 
What, if he took a just view of his cir- 
cumstances, would be his language? 
‘Shall the wicked be turned into hell? 
then what is to become of me? whither 
shall I fly for refuge? If I take the wings 
of the morning, and flee into the utter- 
most parts of the earth, even there shall 
the eye of God follow me, and his hand 
pour on me the fiery vials of his wrath. 
{ cannot be my own saviour; for I am, at 
the best, ‘an unprofitable servant.’ Nei- 
ther can any other man save me; for ‘no 
man can redeem his brother.’ What, 
then, is to become of me! in what cleft 
of the rock shall 1 hide myself? what 
mountain will fall on me, to cover me 
from the wrath of Him that sitteth on the 
throne?’ 

“I see no end, my brethren, to such a 
meditation, simply and honestly conduct- 
ed, without any reference to the Son of 











God, but that of deep and irremediable 
despair, MWopeless, helpless, and unut- 
terable anguish is the natural heritage of 
the man discovering his guilt without 
discovering his Saviour. But, now, 
change the scene. Suppose the poor 
creature, thus owerwhelmed by the bur- 
den of guilt, to catch from any messenger 
of God some echo of the song of the 
heavenly host. ‘Unto you is born a Sa- 
viour, which is Christ the Lord.’ Sup- 
pose the voice of mercy to whisper to his 
distracted mind, ‘You are indeed deeply 
guilty; but God is ready to forgive you, 
and welcome you to his house and to his 
bosom—he that hath the Son, hath life,-- 
‘believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
thou shalt be saved’—the Saviour of the 
world has opened to you the path to 
heaven, has prepared for you the seats 
of joy, and the regions of glory.’-——Con- 
ceive only this poor, dejected creature 
to believe and to welcome this intelli- 
gence: what a new train of sensations wil! 
burst in upon his soul! How will he ex- 
claim, ‘Then I also may be saved; to me 
is this grace given;’ for me is this triumph 
prepared; ‘all things may be mine, if only 
[am His.”’ pp. 133, 134, 135. 


Such preaching cannot prove 
powerless for being inwrought 
with the texture, and imbued by 
the spirit of the Gospel, it must 
evince itself to be “the power of 
God unto salvation to every one 
that believeth.” 

Would to God that all attempts . 
at pretty moralizing and imposing, 
and what is popularly called, fine 
imagination, were discarded for a 
style of preaching so scriptural, 
so plain, and at the same time, so 
elevated and grave, as that of Mr. 
Cunningham. 

( To be Continued. ) 
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New PvuBticaTIons. 

The Difficulties of Romanism, by 
George Stanby Faber, B. D. 

This work we are informed is after 
the plan of the Author’s Difficulties of 
Infidelity, and is equally masterly and 
triumphant. While we deplore the ne- 








cessity for so much controversy on the 
subject of the errors of Popery, we re- 
joice that such able champions for the 
truth have arisen, and we have no doubt 
but that evil will be made to yield good, 
and that thousands will be enlightened 
and confirmed in the true faith; who, if 
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this controversy had not arisen, might 
have fallen a prey to dangerous delu- 
sion. 

The works of White, Southey, Faber 
and others, will form a bulwark around 
the faith once delivered to the saints, 
which the shafts of malignant sophistry 
and filthy scurility must for ever assail in 
vain. ~ 

The death of the Ex-Presidents, 
Adams and Jefferson, has brought into 
the world a multitude of Eulogies, Fune- 
ral Sermons, &c. &c. some of which 
are distinguished for force of thought, 
and elevation, and elegance of language. 
The addresses of Messrs. Webster and 
Leargants, will doubtless be preserved 
among the choicest specimens of Ameri- 
can genius and eloquence. 

Proposals have been issued at Phila- 
delphia, for pubiishing by subscription, 
a Collateral Bible, whose design is to 
save the labour of consulting simulta- 
neously, the concordance and the Bible; 
and to present at one view, all the pas- 
sages of Scripture upon the same sub- 
ject. The character and talents of the 
compilers, Dr. Ely and the Rev. Mr. 
Bedell, afford confidence that the work 
will be worthy of public patronage. 

Wells and Lily, of Roston, have lately 
republished from the London edition, 
the Book of Nature; being a succession 
of Lectures furmerly delivered at the 
Surry Institution, as a popular illustra. 
tion of the general laws and phenomena 
of creation, in its unorganized and or- 
ganized, its corporeal and mental de- 
portments. By John Mason Good, M. 
D. F. R. S. 3vols. 8vo. 

Dissertations upon several fundamen- 
tal articles of Christian theology. By 
Samuel Austin, D. D. 8vo. Massachu- 
setts. 

Sermons, Practical and Doctrinal:— 
By the late Elijah Parish, D. D. Witha 
biographical sketch ofthe Author. The 
rapid and wide spread publication of 
sermons, while it indicates an increasing 
demand for this class of literature, af- 
fords some reason to apprehend that the 
public mind will be satiated, and that 
all the little remaining interest which is 
feltin them, will be driven away. It is 
not every valuable and able minister who 
leaves behind him, sermons worthy of 
publication, and however. the partiality 
of friends during the season of painful 
regret which follows their bereavement, 
may desire to possess in a printed form, 
those discourses to which they had lis- 
tened with so much pleasure, yet the un- 
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prejudiced eye will generally see much 
to censure. The same grand truths are 
repeated in the same language, and with 
the same illustration to which the pub- 
lic mind had become so accustomed, 
that no interest is excited and no impres- 
sions produced. 

The general character of sermons is 
injured by the promiscuous publication 
of badly written discourses by living 
authors, and by commonplace, and 
feeble ones, drawn out of the desk of 
those who can no longer protect them- 
selves from the cruel exposure. 

Man responsonsible for his belief.— 
Two sermons occasioned by a passage 
in the inaugural discourse of Henry 
Brougham, Esq. on his installation as 
Lord Rector of the University of Glas- 
gow. April 6, 1825. By R. Wardlow. 

This excellent publication has recent- 
ly been issued also from the American 
press. 

We cannot conceal our fears that the. 
present laudable attempts in Great Brit- 
ain to elevate the standard of education, 
and to extend its blessings to all classes 
of the nation, will be accompanied by 
much extravagance and licentiousness. 
But almost any state of things would. be 
better than the present monopoly, and 
the degrading ignorance of the common 
people. 

Mr. Brougham is the champion for the 
rights and interests of the lower classes, 
but in the ardour of his benevolence, he 
pushes his principles too far, and gives an 
undue prominence to intellectual im- 
provement, to the perilous neglect of 
moral culture. We recollect to have 
heard a great statesman of our own 
country, remark that ignorance was the 
most culpable offence on the list of our 
iniquities. The abuse of knowledge we 
believe to be far worse. The mind is not 
the only object to which our attention 
should be directed in meliorating the 
character and condition of man. The 
heart must be reached, and the sources 
and foundations of his moral character, 
before his sins and his wretchedness 
will be removed. 

We have no faith in the perfectibility 
of our race by means of mental cultivation 


alone. Unless we become new creatures’ 


in Christ Jesus, by the influences of the 
Holy Ghost we will for ever remain in 
the gall of bitterness, and in the bends of 
iniquity. 


Town Hietories.--A Yandable attention 
is excited in some places, particularly in 
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genealogy, which is essential to the full 


<-of one of the most ancient of the New 
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New Hampshire, to the preparation of 
histories ofthe severaltowns. Mr. Cush- 
ing is preparing a history of Newbury- 
port. : 


The New Hampshire Historical So- 
ciety have adopted measures for procur- 
ing the must general and correct history 
of that State, that is thought practicable. 
To effect this desirable object, they have 
very judiciously assigned, to different 
members, the various subjects contem- 
plated in their general plan. ‘The mem- 
bers, designated for the purpose, are 26 
in Humber; and the subjects embrace all 
that variety of history, biography and 


development of the traditions and annals 


England Colonies.—Boston News Let- 
fer. 


The New York Historical Society have 
just completed the publication of the 
continuation of the History of New York, 
by the late Chief Justice Smith. 


Literary Improvement.—A circulating 
library of French and Spanish books, has 
been established in the city of New-York; 
a great proportion at present of the light- 
er kinds of literature, but additiuns will 
be made of the more solid and valuable 
descriptions. 


Rev. Francis Wayland, jr. of the First 
Baptist Church in Boston, has accepted 
the office of Professor of Mathematics 
and Natural Philosophy in Union Col- 
lege, N. Y. and requested a dismission 
from his Pastoral office. 


We understand, says the Albany Ar- 
gus, that it is the intention to abridge 
Mr. Colden’s Life of Fulton, and by com- 
bining it in that shape with several un- 
published essays of Mr. F. to issue to the 
American public a volume for the benefit 
of the orphan children of that great man 
and distinguished genius. The essays, 
as described to us by a gentleman who 
has been favoured with a perusal of them 
exhibit the character of the writer in a 
new and interesting light, and are calcu- 
lated to favour the cause of science and 
of sound thinking. 


Gazetteer of the Literary, Scientific, and 
Benevolent Institutions of the U. States.— 
We learn from the Haverhill Gazette that 
a Gentleman ‘of Massachusetts has had | 





some time in preparation a Gazetteer for 





the colleges, Academies and Schools of 
Learning, public and private, together 
with all Literary Societies of note and 
distinction which have at any time or do 
now exist in the United States, in which 
will be contained an account of the 
studies pursued, the manner of instruc- 
tion, the attempts to improve the com- 
mon course of Education, and as far as 
can be ascertained the suecessful or un- 
successful results of these attempts. 
The whole to be followed by an essay 
on education, drawn from a general view 
of the practice and experience of these 
institutions, together with such sugges- 
tions on this all important subject as shall 


be thought calculated to improve the 


general course of education, and secure 
to the rising generation, the knowledge 
best adapted to the condition of our civil 
religious, and social institutions. 


Places of worship in London.—The fol- 
lowing is a list of the number of places 
of worship in London, and the different 


| sects to which they belong;—Established 


Charch, 152; Foreign do. 19; Baptists, 
39; Calvinists, 21; Independents, 51;— 
Methodists, 28; Presbyterians, 9;—Jews’ 
Synagogues, 7; Quakers, 7; Bavarians, 1; 
Jerusalems, 5; Moravians, 7; Sandema- 
nians, 3; Unitarians, 4; Burghers, 5; Anti- 
burghers, 3; Roman Catholics, 12.—To- 
tal, 377. 


The Church Missionary Society lately 
received nearly 1800 dollars, as the pro- 
duce of a public sale of Ladies’ work. 
The money was appropriated to the so- 
ciety’s India Female Education fund. 


COLLEGE RECORD. 

Dartmouth College.—Commeéncement 
was held on Wednesday the 16th ult. 
Thirty-seven graduates received the de- 
gree of A. B,—nine that of A. M. and 26 
that of M.D. The honourary degree of 
LL. D. was conferred on the Hon. Wil- 
liam Prescott of Boston, and that of D. 
D omthe Rev. Walter Harris of Dunbar- 
ton. 

Middlebury College.—The annua! 
Commencement at Middlebury College 
took place onthe 16thult. The degree 
of A. B. was conferred on nineteen 
young gentlemen, that of A. M. on four- 
teen, and that of M. D. on 35. The 
honourary degree of LL. D. was confér- 
red on Professor Benjamin Siliman. 

Franklin College.—The Annual Com- 
méticement of Franklin College, in 
Athens, Georgia, took place on the 2d 
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ult. The degree of A. B. was conferred 
on twenty-three young gentlemen. 


Statistics of Portugal.—-The Almanac 
of Lisbon, for 1826, among other inter- 
esting particulars respecting the king- 
dom of+Portugal, states that it contains 
4101 parishes, 765,395 houses, and a po- 
pulation of 3,013,900 souls. The super- 
ficial extent of the kingdom is 3,150 
leagues (20 to a degree-) The list of 
persons enjoying titles, contains3 Dukes, 
34 Marquises, 76 Counts, 41 Viscounts, 
and 27 Barons, or 181 in all; and 122 of 
those persons owe their titles to the mu- 
nificence of the late king, who, during 
the 34 years of his reign, created 1 Duke, 
(Victoria,) 12 Marquises, 40 Counts, 40 
Viscounts, and 27 Barons, not to speak of 
the titles created and extinct during 
those 34 years.—.V. ¥. D..Advertiser. 


The leaves of the wild cherry tree are 
ees on They are said to contain 

russic acid, one of the strongest poisons 
known, of which the smallest drop, put 
into the eye of a dog, caused instant 
death. 


ONE HUNDRED YEARS THE NA- 
TURAL AGE OF MAN. 

We have no hesitation, says the Boston 
medical Intelligencer, in asserting that 
the natural age of man is an hundred 
years. ‘Those do not cunsider sufficient- 
ly the numerous circumstances under 
which death occurs, who fix the term of 
natural life at three-score years and ten. 
But physicians are well aware that in 
nineteen out of twenty cases which ter- 
minate in death, the cause of the disease 
is known and related. The patient al- 
most always begins thus:—“‘About a 
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week ago I went out and wet my feet,” 
&c. or, “I have had a good deal of writing 
to do lately, and set up late every night 
over the desk, and have taken no exer- 
cise,”—I have been obliged to: work . 
hard, and have over-fatigued myself,”=- 
“I ate for supper last night some patrid- 
ges,’ or some such indigestible trash,— 
“{ have had my mind worried a good 
deal of late.”—“I went into the vapour 
bath about a week ago, and it has laid 
me up ever since,” &c. &c. In almost 
every case there is some obvious cause; 
which might have been easily avoided. 

Every physician who reflects on this 
subject, will remark that there are four 
destroying angels abroad among men— 
IDLENESS—INTEMPERANCE— IMPRUDENCE 
—and sornnow. Leta man shun these 
rour—let him take regular exercise in 
fresh air; be temperate in eating, drink- 
ing, and in all his habits; be prudent in 
avoiding exposure and quackery; and 
preserve an equable disposition, and uni- 
torm cheerfulness, and if he has not some’ 
constitutional disease which he has in- 
herited from his parents, an hundred 
years are without doubt his portion on 
earth. To this age every one who has 3 
good natural constitution may attain by 
avoiding the four evils we have spoken 
of, and cultivating the virtues which are 
opposed to them. 


Franee.—-M. Bory de St. Vincent has 
published a new momeaclature of the 
species of the human race, under fifteen 
heads; namely, Japetic, Arabic, Hindoog, 
Scythian, Chinese, Hyperborean, Neptu- 
nian, Australasian, Columbian, Ameri- 
can, Patagonian, Ethiopian, Caffre, 
Black, Hottentot.— Christian Observer. 
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Religious Xutelligence. 


CALCUTTA. 
interesting Extracts from Mr. Trawin’s 
- Journal, evyincing a disposition on the 
part of several Hindoos and Mahom- 
- medans to renounce their errors and 
embrace Christianity. 


August 18, 1825.—Ramghu and 
Pereekam, two inquirers of the vil- 
lage of Rammakalchoke, came to 
converse with me about their salva- 
tion. Two other fishermen and a 








native doctor accompanied them. 
After much conversation on the all- 
important subject, I felt highly de- 
lighted to see these enquiring 
heathens reyerently bow with us at 
the throne of grace. -Ramghu and 
Pereekam seemed deeply impress- 
ed with the divine truth; their thirst 
for the water of life is evident from 
their frequent yisits to this place. 
23. I visited Rammakalchoke. 
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As we passed Kaleghaut and Chit- 
tah, we saw some remaining parts of 
human bodies which had been 
brought out during the dreadful 
mortality, and left unburnt on the 
banks of the river. Jt was peculiar- 
ly painful to see the wild dogs and 
vultures greedily tearing and devour- 
ing those uncomsumed parts of the 
human frame, whilst others were 
burning their dead bodies close by. 
When we arrived at the village, the 
people received us courteously. 
Our friends, Ramghu and Peree- 
kam, gave immediate information of 
our arrival, and we were soon sur- 
rounded with a multitude from all 
parts. The cheerful countenance of 
these humble villagers, were highly 
expressive of the cordial welcome 
they gave us to their abodes: the 
men seated themselves in a spacious 
bungalow, whilst the females listend- 
ed to the word of life in one adjoin- 
ing. We preached and conversed 
with them for about two or three 
hours, during which period they 
heard with the greatest attention. 
The deep interest manifested on the 
occasion, and the many inquiries 
they made about the way of salva- 
tion by Christ, affords just ground 
to hope, that the time is not very 
distant when the gospel shall gain a 
triumphant entrance into this seat of 
darkness: two of the villagers had 
their minds, we trust, savingly im- 
pressed by attending the preaching 
at Chittah about four months ago. 
They have now been candidates for 
baptism about six weeks: they, with 
others from the village, have been 
very exemplary in their attendance 
on the ordinances. On _ leaving, 
numbers cameto our boat, and seem- 
ed highly pleased with our visit. 
Besides three candidates for bap- 
tism, and the general good impres- 
sion made upon the inhabitants at 
large, there are seven or eight per- 
sons who appear to be earnestly in- 
quiring after the truth. One of them 





accompanied us to Kidderpore, } 
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where he wishes to reside for a sea- 
son, in order to learn the way of life 
more perfectly. 

26. Bhobanipore. The congre- 
gation was very large; nine of the na- 
tives joined in singing a hymn,*which 
had been composed by one of the 
party. Other hymns were produced, 
composed in honour of the gods and 
goddesses of Bengal, and, strange to 
relate, where the names of Doorga, 
&ec. occurs, they have inserted the 
name of Christ, and wish to have 
tunes set to these hymns, that they 
might be sung in the congregation. 
A little boy in the school here, who 
has learnt his catechism and short 
prayers, was a few days since ap- 
plauded in the midst of an assembly 
of Brahmins for what he had learnt. 

26. Preached to two attentive 
congregations at Chittah. Rambur- 
ree in his addresses, entreated his 
countrymen most earnestly, to leave 
every false refuge, and come to 
Christ without delay. He observed, 
that the command to believe on 
Christ, wasthe command of the King: 
of kings, and could not be violated 
without incurring the highest dis- 
pleasure; and that there was no other 
way of obtaining salvation but by 
Christ. Rhamghus’ son, and another 
enquirer from Rammakalchoke 
were present. Rambhurree is gone 
with them to preach again to the 
people the good tidings of the king- 
dom. May the Lord give him fa- 
vour in the eyes of the villagers, and 
may he deepen the good impressions 
already made. 

29. I addressed the people at 
Bealla. This morning several re- 
spectable Brahmins of the village, 
not only paid great attention, but ex- 
pressed with deep interest their en- 
tire conviction of the truth of what 
was said. TZhey confessed and de- 
nied not, saying, all this is true and 
right. I felt pleased to hear such a 


confession from these lordly Brah- 
mins, especially as it was made in 
the presence of a great number of 
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persons. It evidently shows that 
the truth is silently operating upon 
their minds. Most of the people of 
this village were at first very much 
alarmed at my mentioning the name 
of Christ; and the school was, for 
some months after its commence- 
ment, in constant danger of its being 
broken up; but now they listen to the 
catechism with much apparent in- 
terest, and frequently hear it ex- 
pounded without offering the slight- 
est objection. 

To-day they are performing the 
funeral rites of the late Tarachand, 
a rich baboo who resided nearly op- 
posite our house. Wenow hear the 
noisy clamour of the numerous fa- 
gueers, who are come from various 
parts to share the funeral gifts, the 
bestowment of which is supposed to 
usher the soul of the deceased Brah- 
min into the regions of glory. A- 
bout three weeks since he died, and 
one of his numerous wives immola- 
ted herself on the funeral pile, and 
now it is supposed they together are 
enjoying the bliss of paradise above. 
Vain hope! Alas, what darkness 
covers the minds of this people! 
The ceremony commenced in the 
morning, by the distribution of a 
number of costly articles to the Brah- 
mins. After which a bull was led 
into the yard, on the hinder part 
of which they, with a red hot mark- 
ing iron, burnt the figure of a circle 
and a trident, and then sent the ani- 
malaway. By this meritorious act, 
the besotted people imagined, that 
the soul of the’ deceased baboo will 
enjoy as many thousand years felici- 
ty in heaven, as there were hairs of 
the bull consumed in making those 
marks. 

This evening Ramhurree returned 
with good tidings from Rammakal- 
choke. He brought with him Ramg- 
hee’s eldest son, with his father’s re- 
quest that I would give him instruc- 
tion. The people heard Ramhur- 
ree again with much attention, tho’ 
the report is now spread through the 
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village, that Ramghee and his com- 
panions are become Christians, and 
lost their caste. One very old man, 
who had never heardsthe word. be- 
fore, seemed unusually impressed, 
and staid with Rambhurree from a- 
bout 2 P. M. till nearly 11 at night. 
The poor old man, whilst listening 
to the gospel, would frequently say, 
‘I cannot go yet,’ meaning, that he 
thought what he was hearing was 
too important to be left.—Eight of 
them knelt down at prayer. Afio- 
ther young man aged about 20, has, 
by coming to the meeting, given 
umbrage to some of his relatives; 
but he says he is determined to per- 
severe in seeking his salvation. Sev~- 
eral of the villagers are very desi- 
rous of having a school. Ramghee 
pointed out a peice of ground which 
he wishes to give for the purpose; he 
is likewise desirous of contributing 
towards the erection of the school- 
room, so far as his means will allow 
him. In the evening he brought 
out a large number of papers, writ- 
ten in the native character. On 
these books, he said he formerly 
trusted for salvation; but now he 
held them in utter contempt, and 
wished to destroy them. 

Sef. 1. A large and attentive con- 
gregation at Kidderpore. It was 
gratifying to see two Mussulmans in 
the crowd, of venerable appearance, 
approving by various signs, of what 
was said. The native school-mas- 
ter, speaking of Satan’s expulsion 
from heaven, said, ‘If, on account of 
transgression, the children of the 
family were cast out, then it will be 
in vain for strangers, (viz. such as 
dwell on earth) to seek an entrance 
therein, whilst involved in the same 

. = 
guilt.’ A. 

2. This morning Ramghee” 
his companions came to Kidderpore. 
It is highly encouraging to see these 
Hindoos begin to keep holy the Sab- 
bath day. Though the morning was 
wet and unpleasant, they were not 
deterred from coming six miles tc 








Se 


wee 


ee - 
a a ee a 


a+ per wer 


a 


eee 


82 MEDITERRANEAN. SEPT... 


hear the word of life. After service 
I held a long conversation with 
them. Their thirst for divine know- 
ledge seems-evidently to increase: 
they see the folly and wickedness of 
idolatry, and long to make a public 
profession of faith in Christ. 

And now, honoured fathers and 
brethren, I close, hoping that these 
tidings may be the source of as much 
joy to your hearts as they have been 
and are to ours. 

With the sincerest respect 
and attention, 

S. Trawin. 


‘Signed) 
EE 


MEDITERRANEAN, 
ExTRAGTS FROM LATE COMMUNICA- 
TIONS. 

Syria.—The occurrence, a de- 
scription of which we shall now give, 


“happened a little more than a year 


ago. The description is from the 
pen of Mr. Goodell. 

“About nine o’clock in the even- 
ing of May 3d, Signor Carabet came 
in, and said that he had had a very 
jong conversation with a number of 
Armenian pilgrims, who had just 
arrived from Jerusalem, and that he 
thought some of them would pur- 
chase the Holy Scriptures. I im- 
mediately took four Turko-Arme- 
nian Testaments, which were all I 
had in the house, and accompanied 
him to their place of encampment, 
at least half a mile distant. I found 
nine men and four women seated in 
a semicircle on the green grass. 
They were from Orfa, the ancient 


“Ur of the Chaldees,” the birth place | 


of Abraham, in whose seed all the 
families of the earth are to be bless- 
ed; and near to Haran, where Terah 
died, and Laban lived, and Leah and 
Rachel spent their youthful days. 
Three months had elapsed, since 
they commenced their pilgrimage, 
and they would prebably he another 
month on the road. 

“After they left Jerusalem, their 
aniunals were forcibly taken from 


‘will you take?” 








them by the notorious Aboo Goosh, 
and they remained several days at 
Arimathea, with the hope of recover- 
ing them, but-in vain. They pro- 
cured others, and proceeded on their 
way; but, on reaching Beyroot, two 
days ago, all their animals were 
seized for the Tartars to carry some 
express to the Pasha, and the poor 
pilgrims were waiting their return. 

“A fter taking a seat with them up- 
on the ground and accepting a long 
pipe, I listened to the sad story of 
their misfortunes and their wrongs, 
and endeavoured to give them some 
consolation. Signor Carabet then 
produced the Testaments. After 
looking at them a few moments, by 
the aid of those fires, which the great 
God hath kindled in the firmament 
of heaven to give light by night, they 
immediately purchased the whole, 
and expressed a wish for more. I 
told them that the depot was not a 
mile distant, and that I would go 
and bring them as many as they 
wanted. They all arose as one man, 
and lifting up their hands to heaven, 
with one accord said, “Praise be to 
God.” I said, “How many more 
They answered, 
“Ten.”” As I wished to have a few 
in the house with me, I took thirteen 
from the depot, but, on returning te 
the pilgrims, they purchased the 
whole, making seventeen in all, Ob- 
serving a woman very eager in pur- 
chasing one, I said to her, “Good 
woman, can you read?” ‘WNo,’’ she 
replied, “but I wish to carry one to 
my son.” Putting a Testament in 
her hand, I said, **Tell your son to 
receive this as a letter from heaven, 
as an epistle from his Maker.” 

“As they hoped to depart early on 
the morrow, and as there was no 
possibility of any “falling from an up- 
per loft,” I continued conversing 
with them till near midnight, and left 
thera ‘‘not a little comforted.”” Who 
can tell but that some of them, like 
the Eunuch, who had been up to 
Jerusalem for to worship, may be- 
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come savingly acquainted with the 
Gospel?’ Who can tell, but that 
some of them may rejoice for ever 
and ever, that they were detained at 
this place, though by Turkish op- 
pression!” 

It was mentioned in our last num- 
ber, p..188, that one of the impor- 
tant improvements, secured by mis- 
sionary influence among the Syrians 
of Travancore, is the abolition of 
the celibacy of the clergy. A simi- 
Jar innovation has been commenced 
among the clergy of the Armenian 
church, in western Asia, (as was 
stated vol. xxi p. 171, and at p. 11 
of our present volume,) two of their 
Bishops having taken wives. 

“The step, which these two men 
have taken—says Mr. Goodell—has 
been noised abroad through the 
whole country, and will probably 
have an important bearing on the 
moral condition of future genera- 
tions. Men begin to examine and 
reflect. There is more recurrence 
“to the law and to the testimony.” 
In a Council of bishops and priests, 
from Echmiazin, Jerusalem, &c. 
held at Bagdad, during the year, the 
marriage of Dionysius (Signor Cara- 
bet) was taken up and became the 
subject of much discussion. After 
they had attempted in vain to find 
how they might punish him, a re- 
spectable Armenian merchant is said 
to have remarked, that, if it were 
true that Dionysius had married, he 
would recommend, that he be con- 
stituted Bishop of Bagdad, since it 
might be hoped that he, at least, 
would abstain from scandalous im- 
moralities.”” 


MaltaUnder date of January 


Qist, Mr Temple states, that jive 
individuals in Malta have recently 
left the Roman Catholic church and 
become Protestants. 


“We mnst not, however, he re-} 


marks, confound Protestanism with 


piety. We know too well, that a7d | 
Protestants are not pious. But it is 


a great step fot any one, in this su 











perstitious place, to leave the Romish 
superstitions, and embrace the Pro- 
testant faith, even in name.’’ 

Under a later date, he transmitted 
the following relation. 

“A native of this island, better in- 
formed than his countrymen in gene- 
ral, has lived in our family about 
two years. Previous to his coming 
to live with us, he had never seen 
any part of the Bible, except the 
New Testament, and this had been 
given him by some pious English- 
man, several years ago. This he 
read with some degree of attention, 
and the consequence was, that he 
lost a considerable portion of his 
confidence in the religious system 
embraced by his countrymen. Since 
he has been with me, I have given 
him an Italian Bible, and he has at- 
tentively read it through in course 
once or twice, and many parts of it 
many times over. Indeed it has 
been his daily companion for a con- 
siderable time past, and every leisure 
hour he car command, is always 
given to the perusal of this beloved 
book. 

“Not long after he came into our 
family, he was visited by a disease, 
which reduced him so low, that his 
physician,.a Roman Catholic, told 
him it was proper to confess him- 
self, receive the host, and thus pre-« 
pare himself for death. He was at 
that time sick in his own family, for 
he has a wife and children. Accord- 
ing to the advice of the Doctor, he 
sent for a priest, and confessed him- 
self, a thing which he had not done 
for a long time before, 

‘cA few evenings ago, when he 
came to prayers, I asked him what 
the priest said to him. As he now 
detests the whole system, he seemed 
quite willing to tell me all about it. 
He said he confessed to the priest a3. 
many of his sins as he could 
lect, and then asked his co 
what he must do, as he felt that he 
must soon die. 

“The priest told him that, should 
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he be spared, he must, as soon as his 
health would permit, kiss the ground 
fifteen times a day, for eight days 
together, must hear one mass a day 
during the same period, and recite a 
certain part of the Rosary a great 
many times for eight days; this was 
the penance enjoined by the confes- 
sor. But,” said the poor man, 
‘what shall I do if I die, and cannot 
perform this penance?” “Qh,” re- 
plied the confessor, “have patience 
and go to purgatory.” 

“] have never detected this man in 
a falsehood, and I have no doubt he 
told me the truth concerning this 
affair.” 

After stating these facts, Mr. 
Temple adds: 

“J have now a deep impression, 
that it is the duty of all Christian 
missionaries, in the spirit of meek- 
ness and love to unveil, as much as 
possible, the abominations of Popery 
and make them known to the Chris- 
tian world. While I was in my na- 
tive country I had never formed an 
idea of Popery, as it is in reality. I 
could not have conceived that any 
form of Christianity could have left 
the offspring of God in so degraded 
a state, and such profound ignorance, 
as we witness on all sides of us. In- 
deed, it appears to me, after a four 
years’ residence in this island, that 
the people have no idea of God, as 
a pure and spiritual being. I speak 
of the people at large. There may 
be exceptions, and probably there 
are. 

“It is pleasing, however, to see, 
that, in the midst of this degeneracy 
and corruption, there are causes, at 
work, which promise to effect a 
most important, a salutary reform. 
It will not be produced in a day; but 
I doubt not its accomplishment, and 
at no Very distant period.” 

General Notices.—The Rev. Mr. 
Jowett, the well known author of Re- 
searches in the Mediterranean, in a 
late letter to the Assistant Secretary 
ofthe Board, mentions the arrival at 
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Malta of a German printer, and of 
two German Missionaries, one of 
them married. ‘Il'wo other married 
missionaries, and one unmarried, 
were daily expected from the conti- 
nent. The printer is to remain at 
Malta. With respect to the rest, 
Mr. Jowett says:—*When they all 
meet, they will probably take the 
earliest opportunity for Egypt. Two 
of them will look, and one day, we 
hope, move towards Abyssinia. 

“I mention these things, he adds, 
that your pious young men may be 
stirred up to a godly jealousy. These 
German brethren have gone through 
a thorough course of study at Basle; 
and now they are going to face de- 
serts, and mountains, and hardships, 
and many things grievous to the 
flesh. Will not some of our trans- 
atlantic brethren, who are not unused 
to the sight of forest and flood, turn 
a steady, purpose-like gaze towards 
Abyssinia? I trust, ere long, at least 
two such men will be found. Should 
they pass this way, they shall have 
an affectionate greeting.” 

Mr. Jowett then speaks of the 
death of Mr. Fisk in the following 
strain. 

“I canfind no words to express my 
grief, and my sympathy with what I 
know will be the grief of thousands 
in America, at the tidings of the death 
of our brother Fisk—my beloved 
fellow-pilgrim to Jerusalem. But 
the blow is from the hand of an all- 
wise, and an all-gracious Father. “TI 
was dumb, I opened not my mouth, 
because thou didst it.” We have 
cause to praise Him, that our brother 
was spared to be so long useful, and 
that his dying hours were so edify- 
ing. Where one falls, may a hund- 
red others be raised up! Let us lift 


up the hands that hang down, and 
the feeble knees, and after having 
given vent to tears, which we cannot 
restrain, go on cheerfully in his steps, 
wearing out (as he said) in the ser- 
vice of Christ, and desiring no rest 
till the Master calls us, as He has 
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done him, to enter the gates of the 
heavenly Jerusalem.” 

Mr. King writes from Smyrna, 
near the end of March, that he had 
been waiting in that place aboutthree 
months for his effects, which were 
left, by the piratical Greeks, on board 
a Sardinian vessel at Rhodes, and he 
had the prospect of being detaimed 
somewhat longer. 

He had been prosecuting; how- 
ever, the study of Modern Greek, 
and having acquired considerable 





fluency in the language, spent most 
of his time with'the Greeks in read- | 
ing the Scriptures, and in conversing | 
upon the truths contained inthem. | 

“By the advice of Messrs. Goodell | 
and Bird, and my dear departed bro- 
ther Fisk,—says Mr King—I deter- 
mined, when at Beyroot, to go to 
Smyrna, Constantinople, Greece, 
and Italy, and then to France; in 
which latter place, I intended to so- 
licit subscriptions for Arabic and 








Armenian types for the Palestine 
Mission.” 

It is a matter of entire uncertainty 
when Mr. King may be expected in 
this country.—-Mis. Herald, 


alee 
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DEPARTURE OF THE MISSIONA- 
RIES. 

During the months of May and 
June, several missionaries left En- 
gland, sent out by the London So- 
ciety, to different stations in the pa- 
gan world. Among them,-on the Ist 
of May, were the Rev. John Smith, 
A.M. and Mrs. Smith, appointed to 
Malecca; the Rev. A. Lille and Mrs. 
Lille, appointed to Belgium; and Mr. 
and Mrs. Paine, printer, appointed 
to Bellary, sailed from Portsmouth 
for India. 

On the same day, Rev. Dr. Mor- 
rison, Mrs. Morrison, and three chil- 
dren, sailed from Gravesend for Chi- 
na. 

On Friday, the 5th of Mav, Rev. 
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and Mrs. Cameron, carpenter; Mr. 
John Cummins, cotton spinner; and 
Raloun Baloun, one of the native 
youths of Madagascar, who has fin- 
ished his education at Manchester, 
and who has also learnt the art of 
weaving and dying cotton. 

On Tuesday, June 25, the Rev. 
J. D. Pearson of Chinsurah, who 
has been in this country since April 
1824, for the benefit of his health, 
and which, through Divine good- 
ness, is so far improved as to war- 
rant his return to his station in In- 
dia—Rev. J. Robertson, appointed 
to Benares; and the Rev. Jacob 
Tomlin, B. A. appointed to Malecca, 
sailed from the Downs for Calcutta. 

NM. Y. Chron. 
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DECLINE OF PAGANISM. 


As a proof of the progress of the 
Gospel, and the decline of Paganism 
in Hindostan, the Directors of the 
London Missionary Society state— 

While the prospects of the mis- 
sion, say they, continue to brighten, 
there is here unquestionable proof 
of Paganism being on the decline. 
The car of Juggernaut at Vazaga- 
patam, which seems to have fallen 
greatly in public estimation, did not 
make its appearance last year: its 
three images were offered to the 
missionaries for ten pagodas. The. 
Brahmins, indeed, appear to sup- 
port Hindooism merely to sup- 


port themselves; since, in other res- 


pects, they are as indifferent to its 
interests as they are ignorant of it 
as a system: they evidently feel their 
inferiority in argument with the mis- 
sionaries, and stand confounded at 
the poverty of their own dogmas 
when contrasted with Christianity: 
nevertheless, so blended are their 
interests with the existence of Hin- 
dooism, that they continue external- 
ly to oppose the truth, the force of 
which they are compelled to feel. 

[ Reg. Inte’. 
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DOMESTIC. 


We are happy to learn from an 
official source, of the formation, in 
July last, of The Ladies Society in 
Beaufort for the education of pious 
young men for the Protestant Epis- 
copal Church--auxiliary to the Ed- 
ucation Society of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church, whose meetings 
are held in this District. Asan ear- 
nest of what may be hereafter ex- 
pected, fifty dollars have been re- 
ceived. May the Lord bless their 
exertions to the premotion of his 
own glory. 


CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE EDUCA. 
TION SOCIETY, 

Received by the Treasurer since 
26th April last. 

Received of the Female Auxiliary So- 
ciety of Alexandria, to constitute the 
Rev. Wm Lee a life member, $30. 

Received from the Rev. Wm. Meade, 
$18; amount of 30 bushels of wheat, giv- 
en by a gentleman in his parish: also $7 
from sundry ladies in the same. 

Received from the Rev. Wm. Hawley, 
Female Auxiliary Society of Washing- 
ton, $9, 

Do do $7 50 
Do do 6 17 

A gentleman of Maryland, by Miss 
Peers, of Leesburg, Va. $2. 

The Hon. Wm. Jay, $5. 

On account of the Repertory, $50. 

Friend, Chestertown, Maryland, by the 
Rev. Wm. Jackson, $5. 

A stranger, by the Rev. Mr. Asquith, 
50 cents. 

Smith Travers, Washington, $2. 

Female Auxiliary Society, Martins- 
burg, Va. $7 25. 

By Mr. Dunn, received from Messrs. 
Rickets & Ridgely, $2. 

From Rev. Wm. H. Wilmer, D. D. for 
the Female Auxiliary Society of George- 
town, D. C. to constitute the Rev. H, N. 
Gray a life member, $30. 

Do. Received from the Female Epis- 
copal Education Society, Richmond, Vir- 
ginia, $150. 

From the Rev. Mr. Cairns, from the 
Auxiliary Society, Gloucester county, 
Virginia, $42. 

From Rev, J. Grammar, Petersburg, 
Virginia, $65 42. 
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From Ladies Society, Beaufort, South 
Carolina. $50. 


RULES AND REGULATIONS OF 
THE EDUCATION SOCIETY. 
For the information of those whe 
may be desirous of obtaining assist- 
ance from the Society for the Edu- 
cation of pious young men for the 
Ministry of the Protestant Epis- 
copal Church, we publish the 
following rules and regulations 
adopted by the Board of Directors, 
requesting at the same time other 
religious periodical publications 
friendly to the above Society, to in- 
sert the same in their respective 


| papers. 


1. No person shall be received as 
a beneficiary of this Society until he 
shall exhibit unequivocal testimo- 
nials from three or more serious re- 
spectable persons; one of whom shali 
be a clergyman, stating his age, in- 
digence, moral and religious charac- 
ter, talents, learning, and serious de- 
sire to devote his life to the Gospe! 
Ministry, in the communion of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church in the 
United States. If his testimonials 
are Satisfactory, he may be received 
on trial for three months; at the close 
of which period, he shall exhibit from 
the Professor or Professors, under 
whose instruction he may have been 
placed, a certificate that in point of 
genius, diligence, and literary pro- 
gress, morals, and society, he is a 
proper character to receieve this 
sacred charity. 

2. As the interests of this Socie- 
ty, and the long continuation of its 
usefulness, as a means of furnishing 
learned and pious ministers of the 
Gospel, forbid that any individual 
should receive more aid than is ab- 
solutely necessary to the prosecu- 
tion of his studies, each beneficia- 
ry will be expected to submit to sa- 
crifices and self-denial, and to de- 
rive from his friends and personal 
efforts, as much assistance as possi- 
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ble. He shall be required, when 
his course of studies preparatory to 
the ministry is completed, to give to 
the Treasurer a written assurance 
that he will faithfully endeavour to 
make payment of the amount ad- 
vanced to him by the Society, in 
four equal annual instalments with- 
out interest. 

3. The Standing Committee of 
the Board of Directors are constitu- 
ted the guardians of the beneficia- 
ries, and are expected to give them 
their friendly counsel against impru- 
dence in their expenses, or in con- 
tracting debts; and in general, a- 
gainst every thing which would tend 
to injure the usefulness or defeat 
the ohject of this institution; and 
finally, to acquaint the board sea- 
sonably and faithfully with any thing 
manifestly faulty in their character 
or conduct. 

4. All persons who shall hereafter 
be admitted as beneficiaries of this 
Society, shall either produce a dip- 
loma from some college, or stand a 
satisfactory examination on the gene- 
ral principles of natural and moral 
philosophy and rhetoric, and in the 
Latin and Greek languages in the 
following works, or such others as 
shall be considered equivalent sub- 
stitutes: —Sallust, Virgils Aeneid, 
Cicero’s Orations or ée officiis, and 
the four Gospels, Xenophon’s Cy- 
ropedia, and the first three books 
of Homers Iliad.—Compliance with 
this resolution cannot be dispensed 
with, except in peculiar cases, at the 
discretion of the standing Commit- 
tee. 

5. When application is made to 
this society for assistance, it shall be 
the duty of the Secretary to inform 
the applicant that in becoming a 
beneficiary he is distinctly under- 
stood te come under obligation to 
continue his studies for such a period 
as the standing Committee, guided 
by the provisions of canons of the 
Church, may direct. 
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ORDINATIONS. 

On Wednesday, August 16, 1826, 
the Right Rey. Bishop Griswold held 
an ordination i in Christ church, Bos- 
ton, and admitted the Rev. George 
Otis, and the Rev. George Gris- 
wold, deacons, to the holy order of 
priests. 

On Monday the 17thofJuly, 1826, 
in Christ church, Hartford, Conn. the 
Right Rev. Bishop Brownell ad- 
mitted to the holy order of priests 
the Rev. Josef 7. Clark, deacon, 
minister of the church in Wood- 
bridge. And at a special ordination 
held by the same right reverend pre- 
late in the same church, on the 3d 
of August, George A. Shelton, A. 
B., of Bridgeport, Conn. a graduate 
of the General Theological Semi- 
nary, and George C. Shepard, of 
Amherst, Massachusetts, were ad- 
mitted to the holy order of deacons; 
and the Rev. James A. Fox, deacon, 
of Woodville, Mississippi, was ad- 
mitted to the holy order of priests. 

On Monday, August 21, the Right 


‘Rev. Bishop Hobart held an ordina- 


tion in Grace church, Jamaica, 
Queen’s county, New-York, and ad- 
mitted John A. Hicks, A. B., an 
alumnus of the General Theological 
Seminary, to the holy order of 
deacons. 

On Sunday last, the 27th ult. at 
Trinity Church, Southwark, the 
Right Rev. Bishop White admitted 
Mr. William Bryant,and Mr. Wil- 
liam J. Rees, of the city of Philadel- 
phia, to the holy order of deacons. 

April 30th, 1826, by Bishop Ra- 
venscroft, of North Carolina, Mr. 
Wiley was admitted to deacon’s or- 
ders. 

On Wednesday, May 21, 1826, at 
Salem, by the Right Rev. Bishep 
Croes, the Rev. C.F. Cruse, deacon, 
was admitted to the holy order of 
priests. 

June 7th, Messrs. E/eazer M. P. 
Wells and Thomas FW. Coit, were 
ordained deacons, by Bishop Brow- 


i nell, of Connecticut. 











tssansE, 


PU A 1 I UTE IE BRIE 
> as eS 





$8 


MARYLAND CONVENTION, 
We now furnish our readers with | 
some interesting matter from the | 
Journal of the Maryland Convention, | 
which we regret has come to hand 
at so late a period. 


BISHOP KEMP’S ADDRESS. 

My Rev. Brethren of the Clergy, 
and Gentlemen of the Laity—The 
visitations that I have made, during 
last year, are few on account of do- 
mestic afflictions, which it has pleased 
the Almighty to bring upon me. I 
trust, however, that the Diocess has 
suffered little injury, because visita- 
tions had been performed, with con- 
siderable regularity heretofore, and 
no necessary Episcopal Act has 
been omitted, or postponed. 

On the 16th of July, I crossed the 
bay to Talbot County, and on the 
next day I preached in Easton and 
administered the Lord’s Supper. 
On the day following I attended at 
St. Peter’s, performed Divine Ser- 
vice, preached and confirmed eight 
persons. My plan was to have 
visited both the parishes in that 
county at the same time, but my 
letter conveying notice tothe Clergy- 
man of St. Michael’s had not reach- 
ed him, and of course, no prepara- 
tion was made. 

On the 25th of July, I set out for 
New-York to attend the examination 
and commencement of the Theolo- 
gical Seminary ofthe Church. The 
examination began on the 27th, and 
was continued for two days. Great 
joy seemed to be manifested, that 
. this institution, in so short a time, had 
attained such a degree of eminence, 
as, with the blessing of the Divine 
Head of the Church, to secure to 
her a learned, pious and well prin- 
cipled ministry. On the afternoon 
of the 28th, the Trustees asssembled 
at the residence of Professor Moore, 
who had most generously given a 
beautiful spot of ground on the bank 
of the North River for a site to the 
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seminary building. From the house 
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of the Professor, the Trustees, 
Faculty, Students, Clergy, and a 
considerable assemblage of citizens, 
walked in procession to the spot, 
where alter an address and praver by 
the venerable presiding Bishop, the 
corner stone was laid by him, assist- 
ed by the Bishops of New-Jersey, 
Connecticut, and Maryland. 

The commencement was held on 
the 29th, when three young gentle- 
men received the bonours of the in- 
stitution. An address was deliver- 
ed by the Bishop of Maryland, and 
the exercises of the day closed by 
the presiding Bishop. 

On the 30th, we all attended the 
consecration of a new Church in 
Brooklyn. The occasion was truly 
solemn and interesting. The act of 
consecration was performed by the 
Bishop of New Jersey; morning 
prayer was conducted by the Rev. 
Mr. Duffie and the Rev. Robert B. 
Croes, and the sermon preached by 
the presiding Bishop. On Sunday, 
the Sist, two of the pupils of the 
Seminary were ordained, and thus 
ended, to our kigh gratification, the 
duties of the occasion. 

On the 12th day of October, I 
held an ordination in Christ Church, 
Georgetown, when the Rev. Horatio 
Nelson Gray, Minister of that 
Church, was admitted to the sacred 
order ot Priests. 

On the 7th day of November, I 
went to the Eastern Shore, to visit 
the Parishes in Kent and Queen 
Anne’s Counties. On the day fol- 
lowing I perfermed divine service, 
preached and confirmed five per- 
sons in Shrewsbury Church. This 
parish is in a state of great depres- 
sion, although from the inquiries I 
made, there is a sufficient number 
of members, both wealthy and re- 
spectable, to support the Church 
and to maintain public worship. 

On the 9th, I preached in the 
Church in Chester Town, and con- 
firmed seventeen persons. In the 


evening I examined the Sunday 
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Schools and had the happiness to 
find them in a state of good order 
and prosperity, particularly the fe- 
male one. 

I next visited St. Paul’s in Kent, 
where I found a remarkably orderly 
and devout congregation. I admin- 
istered the Holy Ordinance of Con- 
firmation to seventeen persons. The 
prosperous condition of these two 
parishes filled my heart with grati- 
tude to Ged. 

Next day I passed onto Church 
Hill, where there has been no Cler- 
gyman regularly settled for several 
years. The Church is in a most 
ruinous condition, very few  per- 
sons attended, and only five were 
confirmed. 

On the Sunday following, I per- 
formed Divine Service and preach- 
ed in Chester Church, near Centre- 
ville. This Church has been lately 
repaired, and is now a very neat and 
comfortable Church. The congre- 
gation was large and respectable. 
Light persons were confirmed. 

In as much as I had omitted St. 
Michael’s, in Talbot, on a former 
occasion, I now proceeded to that 
Parish, where I performed Divine 
Service, preached and confirmed 
three persons. In this Parish, there 
is a very handsome new Church, 
and by a judicious exchange of 
property by the Vestry, the living is 
gnite comfortable, but the congrega- 
tion very small. 

On the 10th of November, I held 
an ordination in St. Paul’s in this 
city, when the Rev. Mr. Blanchard 
and the Rev. Mr. J. E. Jackson were 


admitted to the Holy Order of 


Priests. 
Early in December, I visited St. 
James’ Parish, in Baltimore—I 


preached and held a confirmation in 
Trinity Church in that Parish, when 
nine persons were confirmed. On 
the next day, being the Lord’s day, 
I performed Divine Service in the 
Manor Church in the same parish 
and confirmed thirty-one persons. 
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In as much as we expect an ac> 
cession of communicants on the an- 
niversary of the birth of our blessed 
Saviour, I generally hold a confir- 
mation every year a few weeks pre- 
viously to that distinguished day. In 
conformity to this regulation, on the 
18th of December, I confirmed in 
my own Parish Church seventeen 
persons. 

At the request of the Rector, the 
Rev. Mr. Bartow, on the 15th of 
January, I confirmed thirty-two in 
Trinity Church, in the city of Balti- 
more. 

On the 18th day of January, in 
the vear 1826, I consecrated to the 
service. of Almighty God, a new 
Church near Vansville, in Zion 
Parish, Prince George’s county. 
The sentence of consecration was 
read by the Rev. Mr. Tyng; morn- 
ing prayer by the Rev. Mr. Hawley, 
and the sermon by myself. The 
congregation was large and atten- 
tive. ‘The Church is a neat brick 
building, and well arranged in the 
inside for the purposes of religious 


| worship. 


Here my visitations ended. The 
afflictions of my family assumed so 
distressing an aspect, that my feel- 
ings and my affections would not 
permit me to be absent, one night, 
from my own house, if I could pos- 
sibly avoid it. 

From the foregoing minutes, it 
appears, that during last year, I con- 
secrated one Church, visited eleven, 
and confirmed 152 persons. I have 
also ordained, during the year, one 
Deacon, four Presbyters, and licen- 
sed one Lay-Reader. The Rev. 
Mr. Weller, formerly Rector of St. 
Stephen’s, Cecil county, has remov- 
ed to the Diocess of Pennsylvania; 
the Rev. Mr. Somers, Rector of 
Somerset Parish, Somerset county, 
has moved to Connecticut, and been 
succeeded by the Rev. Mr. Covell, 
from Vermont; the Rev. J. E. Jack- 
son, has gone to Virginia, and the 
Rev. Mr. Cruse, of Washington 
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College, to New-Jersey. The Rev. 
Mr. Davis has moved from Annapo- 
lis to Georgetown, Kent County, and 
the Rev. Mr. Reynolds, has moved 
from Trinity Parish, Charles Coun- 
ty, to Havre de Grace, in Harford. 
The Rev. Mr. Prout, from the Dio- 
cess of Virginia, has settled in Dur- 
ham Parish, and the Rev. Mr. Ro- 
bertson from Vermont, has moved to 
Baltimore. 

Other changes of a more awful 
character have taken place during 
the year. It has pleased the Al- 
mighty, in his infinite wisdom, to 
withdraw from the bosom of an ami- 
able family, and from the care of an 
affectionate flock, the Rev. Mr. 
Johnson. Rev. Mr. Schaeffer too, 
just as prospects of usefulness were 
opening upon him more and more, 
was arrested in his course by a dis- 
ease which ultimately terminated his 
existence. In the death of these 
rentlemen; the Church has sustain- 
ed a great loss: but that Divine Be- 
ing, by whom she was originally es- 
tablished, and of whose protection 
she has the most complete assur- 
ance, will raise up more labourers 
and send them out into his vineyard. 

The funds of our Church, I am 
sorry to remark, are not ina state of 
prosperity. The fund intended to 
support the Bishop, independently of 
a cure, has received no accession 
last year but $27 28 from St. Peter’s 
Parish, in Talbot county, in addition 
to the interest. Were a collection 
made every year, in all the parishes 
in the Diocess, even if these collec- 
tions were small, the effect would be 
considerable. Some other Diocess- 
es have left us far behind in this re- 
spect. In one, the interest of the 
fund is quite sufficient to support 
the Bishop without any cure, and in 
several others, a few years will bring 
their funds to that state. 

The annuitants upon the fund for 
the relief of the Widows and Or- 
phans of deceased Clergymen are 


unusually numerous. While in 








some Diocesses such a fund is rapid- 
ly increasing, here it is only adequate 
to yield very limited assistance. 

The fund to defray the expenses 
of the deputies to the general Con- 
vention, by an unfortunate arrange- 
ment made some years ago, is entire- 
ly annihilated. 

The Missionary Society is only in 
its infancy, but with prudent manage- 
ment and the blessing of God, it is to 
be hoped that it may become highly 
beneficial. 

It is evident, that to carry on the 
business of the Church to advantage, 
one more fund is necessary, and that 
is a fund to aid well disposed and 
pious young men to prepare for the 
ministry. It is true, the defect in 
this respect has in a small degree 
been obviated, by the application of 
the interest of a legacy placed at my 
disposal by the late Rev. Joseph 
Jackson. Still 1 would recommend 
it to the Convention to turn their 
attention to this subject as soon as 
they can. 

Far be it from me, to attempt to 
oppress members of our communion 
with pecuniary demands. But sure 
I am, that the portion of income, 
which every conscientious christian 
will feel himself bound to bestow on 
the sacred purposes of religion, 
when judiciously distributed, will be 
abundantly sufficient, to maintain all 
the General and Diocessan institu- 
tions of the Church. According to 
the government of our Church, for 
which we must feel indebted to the 
blessed influence of the Holy Spi- 
rit, her general and great concerns, 
such as the preservation of faith, 
the maintenance of her worship, and 
the uniform education of her minis- 
try, are placed under the direction 
of the General Convention, while 
interests and institutions of a more 
limited influence are left to her Di- 
ocesses. And to preserve this beau- 
tiful and wise system, will surely 
claim the exertions and the prayers 
of all her faithful members. 
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With regard to the Tract Socie- 
ty, which continues its operations 
with great zeal, I would beg leave 
to throw out a suggestion, which ap- 
pears to me, if received and acted 
upon, might greatly extend and en- 
hance the benefits of this association. 
I would advise a repository to be 
fixed in every parish, for the sale 
and distribution of tracts; under the 
direction of the Clergyman of the 
parish—that agreeably to the re- 
quest of the several Clergymen, 
tracts should be published suited to 
the peculiar state of the parish.— 
Then when any error——any new sect 
arose, he would be prepared to 
counteract their influence and exer- 
tions by tracts suited to the state of 
things; and while tracts of one des- 
cription might suit one parish, those 
of another, would suit another pa- 
rish. This would extend the influ- 
ence of an institution, simple in its 
character, but high in its object, 
through the whole Diocess. : 

Nothing else has occurred to me, 
that could throw light on the state 
of the Diocess. I have only then-to 
repeat my admonitions to the gen- 
tlemen of the laity, to promote with 
zeal, the interests of our truly pure, 
apostolic Church, to manage the 
concerns of their different parishes 
with due attention, to preserve their 
Churches in a comfortable condition, 
and to make adequate provision for 
the support of their Ministers. Al- 
though we now possess the means 
of obtaining a well appointed Minis- 
try, still, unless comfortable livings 
be provided for them in the differ- 
ent parishes, it will not avail. 

Here it may not be amiss to men- 
tion, that we are. now in a fair way 
to give a complete education to the 
young men of the Episcopal Church 
without the hazard of having their 
religious principles affected. The 
Episcopal College, in Connecticut, 
is rising rapidly to eminence. And 
I have the pleasure to say, that some 
of the most distinguished scholars in 
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that institution, are from Maryland. 

My Rev. Brethren: When our 
adorable Redeemer said, “I am the 
good Shepherd, and know my sheep, 
and am known of mine,” he con- 
veyed a most important piece of in- 
struction to his Ministers. A Min- 
ister viewing himself in the interest- 
ing relation of a shepherd of his 
flock, ought to~-study their various 
spiritual conditions, and then pre- 
pare himself to suit his instructions 
to their state. And by frequent in- 
tercourse with them, he ought to be- 
come acquainted with every family, 
and, if possible, with every individu. 
al within hiscare. And if, by an af- 
fectionate manner——by visiting them 
in affliction, and consoling them in 
distress, he establish the character 
of a tender, a watchful, and an in- 
terested shepherd, they will resort to 


| him in trouble, they will consult him 


in spiritual difficulties, and he will 
lead them into the rich pastures of 
Evangelical enjoyments. Thus in 
a degree inferior to the great shep- 
herd, he will know his sheep and be 
known to them. 


REPORT ON THE STATE OF THE 
CHURCH. 

The Committee on the State of the 
Church offered the following re- 
port, which was read and accept- 
ed. 

The standing committee, to whom 
by a resolution of the last Conven- 
tion, the duty was assigned of pre- 
paring “such a statement of facts 
and observations,’ calculated to 
throw light on the state of the 
Church, “as their peculiar ofifor- 
tunities, during the year, may ena- 
ble them to make,” beg leave to re- 
port, that 

In reviewing the state of the 
Church in this Diocess, while we 
behold some things to depress our 
spirits and awaken our fears, we 
perceive others which are calculat- 
ed to elevate our hopes and encour- 


' age our hearts. 
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Among the circumstances of a 
discouraging nature, one of the most 
prominent, is the frequent dissolu- 
tion of the pastoral connection in 
our country parishes. It will ap- 
pear evident, from even a slight ex- 
amination of our Ecclesiastical in- 
stitutions and laws, that the relation 
between a Rector and his Church, 
was designed to be permanent and 
sacred—never to be dissolved, but 
in a case of necessity, or of pecu- 
liar expediency. And it must be 
evident to every enlightened observ- 
er, that the stability and growth of 
our Church, depend greatly, under 
God, on the zealous and devoted la- 
bours of a settled, as well as intelli- 
gent and pious ministry. But the 
melancholy fact is, that the condition 
of our country Clergymen in gen- 
eral, more nearly resembles that of 
missionaries or itinerants, than that 
of permanent parochial ministers. 
In many instances, they have scarce- 
ly resided long enough in their res- 
pective parishes to become acquaint- 
ed with the character and wants of 
the people, before they remove to 
another sphere of labour. These 
removals have been, and are, so 
common, that it is believed, that not 
more than four or five names can be 
on the list of the Clergy of the Dio- 
cess, which are of more than twelve 
years standing. The committee can- 
not believe that the evil of which 
they speak, can be justly attributed 
to motives of avarice or ambition, 
or to the love of novelty and change 
on the part of the Clergy. On the 
contrary, it is believed that in many 
instances, constrained by the love of 
Christ and of souls, they have sub- 
mitted to self-denial and privations, 
till endurance was no lunger possi- 
ble, and necessity compelled them 
to seek for other scenes of labour, 
where the prospect of usefulness is 
not less, and that of temporal sup- 
port and comfort far more encourag- 
ing. The committee are satisfied 
that no cause can be assigned for 
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the evil alluded to, but the neglect 
of the parishes to make ample and 
regular provision for the support of 
their ministers, and that unless a 
change is speedily effected in this 
particular, much of the talent and 
piety now employed in promoting 
the interests of religion and the 
Churchin this Diocess, will be trans- 
ferred to other sections of the coun- 
try, and the number of vacant pa- 
rishes, which is now great, will be 
swelled to a yet larger amount. 

The following parishes are now 
vacant: 

All Faith, St. Mary’s county; St. 
Johns, Addison Chapel, Zion, Prince 
Georges county; Christ Church, All 
Saints, Calvert county; St. Marga- 
ret’s Westminster, Queen Caroline, 
Anne Arundel county; Emannel, Al- 
leghany county; St. James, Balti- 
more county; St. Augustin, St. Ste- 
phens, St. Mary Ann’s, Cecil coun- 
ty; St. John’s, St. Luke’s, Queen 
Ann’s county; St. Mary White Cha- 
pel, Caroline county. 

And there are four places of wor- 
ship in Dorchester county, which 
have no supply of ministerial servi- 
ces. 

When we consider that the peace 
and virtue of men in this world, as 
well as their safety and happiness in 
the world to come, are in so great a 
measure dependent on the ministra- 
tion of the ordivances of the gospel; 
it must be a melancholy subject of 
reflection to every friend of the 
Church and his fellow-men, that so 
many sections cf our state, which 
were once favored with the moraliz- 
ing and sanctifying influence of-the 
public devotions and instructions of 
the sanctuary, are now suffering a 
famine of the word of God. How 
powerfully does the bare statement 
of the fact enforce the precept of 
the great Head of the Church— 
“Pray ye therefore the Lord of the 
harvest, that He would send forth 
labourers into his harvest.” 

As one important means of pro- 
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curing a supply of ministers for the 
vacant parishes, the committee beg 
leave to call the attention of the Con- 
vention to the Missionary Society, 
which was formed with such perfect 
unanimity in 1822, and the constitu- 
tion of which, was revised and al- 
tered at the last session of this body. 
Should that society be supported 
with a liberality in any measure pro- 
portioned to the magnitude of its ob- 
jects, it would, in the course ofa 
few years, not only furnish an ade- 
quate supply of the means of grace 
for the destitute portions of this Di- 
ocess, but also enable the members 
of our communion, to bear a part 
with their fellow-Christians io the 
great and interesting work of send- 
ing the Gospel to “every creature.” 

But while the committee, in tak- 
ing this hasty view of the state of 
the Church, perceive much to la- 
ment in the neglected and destitute 
state of many parishes, and the con- 
sequent profanation of the Lord’s 
day, and increase of “error in re- 
ligion and viciousness of life; they 
think that they also perceive other 
circumstances to encourage the 
cheering hope, that this section of 
Zion is still favoured with a portion 
of the Divine presence and blessing, 
and in the labours of her ministers 
and the hearts of her members, ex- 
periences a fulfilment of the promise 
of the ascending Saviour, “Lo! I am 
with you always, even unto the end 
ef the world!” 

We might point to many a Parish, 
once spiritually desolate and almost 
extinct, where there has been a 
strengthening of the things which re- 
mained and were ready to die: to 
many a neat and commodious edi- 
fice, consecrated to the service of 
God, according to the pure, simple 
and affecting ritual of our Apostolic 
Church, erected on sites, where once 
stood Churches established by the 
zeal of former generations, but 
which, by the apathy of succeeding 
ones, had been permitted to sink in- 
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to disuse and ruins; and‘ to others, 
erected in places which were unoc- 
cupied, and in the midst of a popu- 
lation whose spiritual wants were not 
provided for by the piety of our pre- 
decessors. We could point to many 
talented and devoted youth, who with- 
in a few years past, have consecrat- 
ed themselves to the service of God, 
in the Gospel of his Son, at the al- 
tars of our Zion—to many a Bible 
Class and Sunday School, in which 
the principles of our holy religion 
are instilled into the minds of the 
rising generation—and to many a 
parish, where the diminution of gross 
vices and worldly amusements, the 
growing attention to the duties of 
family religion, the zeal manifested 
in the support of Bible Societies and 
other benevolent institutions, to- 
gether with an increased attention 
upon the services of the sanctuary in 
general, and upon the Sacrament of 
the Eucharist in particular, afford 
pleasing evidence, that the Lord has 
followed the labours of his minister- 
ing servants with a blessing, and 
caused his Gospel to produce its de- 
signed effects upon the hearts and 
lives, of at least a portion of the 
people committed to their charge. 

The committee are fully persuad- 
ed, that the associations of the Cler- 
gy, recommended by a resolution of 
this Convention, if generally adopt- 
ed, and zealously and prudently con- 
ducted, would, under the blessing of 
Almighty God, powerfully contri- 
bute, not only to the revival of pure 
and undefiled religion among the 
people, but also, to the promotion of 
the true spirit of their office among 
the ministers themselves; who, on 
these occasions of meeting together 
for an object so sacred and interest- 
ing would “provoke one another to 
love and good works,” while they 
endeavoured to “keep the unity of 
the spirit in the bond of peace.” 

The committee cannot close this 
report, without expressing the de- 
liberate conviction, founded upon 
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observation and experience, no less 
than on the promises of Scripture, 
that nothing more is necessary to 
secure the Divine blessing, and the 
consequent prosperity and extension 
of that portion of the Ciurch, which 
is represented in this body, than a 
zeal and faithfulness and hberality 
on the part of both ministers and 
people, in some measure corres- 
ponding to the magnitude of the pri 
vilezes we enjoy. They would not 
be unmindful of their own duty, while 
they affectionately exiurt all their 
Brethren to more harmonious co-op- 
eration—more fervent prayers, and 
more energetic efforts for the hasten- 
ing on of that time, when our Zion 
shall more emphatically commend 
herself to the love of all who are 
within, and the respect and admira- 
tion of all who are without her pale, 
as “a city which is at unity in itself,” 


a fruitful branch of that “living vine,”’ ] 


which the Lord’s right hand hath 
planted. 

CONVENTION OF MISSISSIPPI. 

Tue first convention of the Pro- 
testant Episcopal Church in the di- 
ocess of Mississippi, was held in 
Trinity church, in the city of Nat- 
chez, on the 17th and 18th days of 
May, 1826. ‘This being an impor- 
tant circumstance in the histery of 
the church in that infant diocess, we 
shall enlarge our abstract of the 
journal beyond the usual bounds, 
being fully aware that sucha course 
will be both acceptable and useful 
to the friends of the church general- 
lyv.—It is due to the respectable 
gentlemen who were instrumen- 
tal in thus firmly establishing the 
church in that quarter, that their 
names should be recorded, and thus 
identified with institutions that, we 
hope and trust, will be of infinite good 
as well to the bodies as to the souls 
of countless numbers of the human 
race. For this reason we publish 
the names of the delegates, lay as 
well as clerical. 


CONVENTION OF MISSISSIPPI. 
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On the first day of the meeting, 
Divine service was performed by 
the Rev. Albert A. Muller, rector of 
Trinity church; a sermon preached 
by the Rev. James Pilmore, and the 
sacrament of the Lord’s supper ad- 
ministered; after which the conven- 
tion was duly organized. The Rev. 
Albert A. Muller was appointed pre- 
sident frotem., and the Rev. James 
Pilmore secretary. The names of 
the clergy and lay delegates being 
called over, the following persons 
were present:— 

Of the Clergy—The Rev. Albert 
A. Muller, rector of Trinity church, 
Natchez; the Rev. James Pilmore, 
rector of Christ church, Jefferson 
county; the Rev. James A. Fox, 
minister of St. Paul’s Woodville; the 
Rev. John W. Cloud, minister of St. 
John’s Port-Gibson. The Rev. 
Adam Cloud, residing in Jefferson 
county, did not appear and take his 
s€at. 

Of the Laity—John T. Griffith, 

Joseph Dunbar. Robert Moore, 
Esqrs. A. P. Merrill, M. D., Col. 
Henry W. Huntington, delegates 
from Trinity church, Natchez; 
General Joho Joor from St. Paul’s, 
Woodville; Hon. Josiiua G. Clarke, 
chancellor of the state, J. W. Foote, 
from St. John’s, Port-Gibson; Col, 
James G. Wood, Dr. S. G. Cloud, 
from Christ church, Jefferson coun- 
ty. 
“rhe convention adjourned until 
four o’clock, when having resumed 
its sitting, Levin R. Marshall, a dele- 
gate named in the certificate pre- 
sented, appeared and took his seat. 
And the following resolution, offer- 
ed by John T. Griffith, was adupt- 
ed:—— 


Resolved, that the members of this con- 
vention do proceed to acknowledge and 
sign a declaration, by which they agree 
to accede to and adopt as their form and 
rules of church government, the constitu- 
tion and canons of the Protestant E pis- 
copal Church in the United States of 
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And, on motion of the Hon. 
Chancellor Clarke, it was further 

Resolved, that a special committee be 
appointed to frame a constitution and ca- 
nons for the government of the Protes- 
tant Episcopal Church in this State; and 
to report this evening, for the purpose of 
deliberating on and adopting the same. 
And that the committee consist of three 
clerical delegates, one of whom shall be 
the president of this convention, and two 
lay delegates. 

The committee having reported a 
constitution, the same was unani- 
mously adopted. The subject of 
the canons was deferred until the 
next day. And, on motion of the 
Rev. Mr. Fox, it was 

Resolved, that a committee be appoint- 
ed to inquire into the state of the Pro- 
testant Episcopal Church in this state, 
and to report to-morrow morning. 

On the second day ot the meeting 
the constitution was again read, aud, 
with the canons, unanimously adopt- 
ed: when the Rev. Albert A. Muller 
was elected president under the con- 
stitution, and the Rev. James Pil- 
more secretary and treasurer. 

The committee on the state of the 
church reported— 

That they have conferred with the 
ministers who have been labouring 
in the diocess, asthe principal source 
of information on this subject: they 
have requested of them, individual- 
ly, a report of what has come under 
their observation, and of what they 
have done towards the establishment 
and prosperity of the church; which 
reports they herewith present to the 
convention. 

The said reports were ordered to 
be read. and are as follows:— 

The Rev. Albert A. Muller, rec- 
tor of Trinity church, Natchez, re- 
ports, that he came into this diocess 
in January last, and accepted the 
charge of the above-mentioned 
church. Since that time the congre- 
gation has increased: there has been 
an addition of communicants, and 
there appears to be an increasing 
zeal for the prosperity of the church. 
The rubrics ofthe church have been 
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strictly adhered to, and the children 
vegularly catechised.——-Number of 
baptisms (2 adults and 6 infants) 8; 
communicants 35. 

The Rev. Mr. Muller visited Port- 
Gibson, and officiated on the 9th of 
April. He also attended a meeting 
of the friends of the Protestant Epis- 
copal Church assembled on the fol- 
lowing day, delivered an address on 
the benefits arising to a community 
from the establishment of public 
worship and the apostolical ordi- 
nances ofthe church, and-assisted in 
organizing a parish by the name of 
St. John’s Church. 

The Rev. James Pilmore, rector 
of Christ church, Jeiferson county, 
and formerly of Trinity church Nat-” 
chez, reports, that he arrived in tiis 
state in March, 1822. Outhe Sun- 
day subsequent to his arrival, he per- 
formed dis ine service and preached 
in the place of worship belonging to 
the Presbyterian congregation, 
through the kind permission of the 
Rev. Mr. Weir. It soon appeared 
that several families in Natchez and 
its vicinity were attached to the com- 
munion of the Episcopal Church. 
By the active excrtions of a few in- 
dividuals, a very liberal subscription 
was procured towards the erection 
ofa church, which was commenced 
in May, upon a iarge and expensive 
scale. He was invited to take the 
pastoral charge of the Episcopal con- 
gregation in Natchez, which he ac- 
cepted, and regularly performed di- 
vine service in the court-house until 
the spring of 1823, when the church, 
though unfinished, was judged to be 
suitable for the purposes of public 
worship. In the summer ofthe same 
year Mr. Pilmore went to Philadel- 
phia, and was admitted to the order 
of priesthood by the Right Rev. Bi- 
shop White. In the autumn he re- 
turned to Natchez. During the 
spring of 1825, the church, which 
had received the appellation of 
Trinity Church, was nearly comple- 
ted; about which tine his pastoral 
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connexion with the Episcopal con- 
gregation of Natchez terminated. 

Mr. Pilmore has likewise perform- 
ed divine service and preached, on 
different occasions, in Jefferson coun- 
ty, in Wilkinson, in the parish of 
Concordia, Louisiana, and once at 
Port-Gibson. The congreyation of 
Christ church, Jet¥erson, of which he 
has lately been appointed rector, con- 
sists of eight families. The present 
place of worship is too small for the 
accommodation of the congregation. 
The friends of the church are now 
making the most zealous and laud- 
able exertions to raise, by subscrip- 
tion, funds adequate to the building 
ofa place of worship. Upwards of 
32,400 have already been subscrib- 
ed. It is hoped that the fruits of 
godliness will appear among them, 
through the blessing of Almighty 
God upon the public services of his 
church. 

Since his arrival in Mississippi, 
Mr. Pilmore has baptized 45 child- 
ren and 17 adults, besides three 
children at the Balize, near the 
mouth of the Mississippi. The 
greatest number of communicants 
in Trinity church, Natchez, was 35. 

The Rev. James A. Fox, minister 
of St. Paul’s church, Woodville, re- 
ports to the convention, that he coim- 
menced his ministerial duties in this 
state in August, 1823, at the village 
of Pinckneyville, in Wilkinson coun- 
ty. He found in that vicinity a few 
persons who had been accustomed 
to the use of the liturgy in the cele- 
bration of public worship—to many 
it was entirely new. Soon after the 
commencement of his labours at 
Pinckneyville, he visited Woodville 
in the same county, and held divine 
setvice. In both places respectable 
congregations. assembled, and the 
service of the church was performed 
in a regular and becoming manner. 
{In Woodville and its vicinity were 
found a considerable number of 
families professing themselves mem- 
bers of the Episcopal Church. 
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These and others, who approved of 
the doctrines and worship of the 
church, immediately formed the de- 
sign of uniting themselves into a so- 
ciety, and of erecting a house for 
public worship. This design they 
have put in execution; and a very 
neat building has been erected, in 
which this congregation has assem- 
bled for nearly a year past. 

The Episcopal society at Wood- 
ville, though small, may be consider- 
ed as in prosperous circumstances; 
and the zeal and liberality displayed 
by its members in erecting their 
church, and jn contributing to the 
support of public worship, merit the 
highest commendation. 

During nearly a year and a half, 
service was held at Pinckneyville and 
Woodville alternately; but there be- 
ing but little probability of a perma- 
nent Episcopal Church being estab- 
lished at the former place at present, 
service has been held there but twice 
during the past year. Much of Mr. 
Fox’s time having been occupied by 
a school and his family having expe- 
rienced an uncommon share of sick- 
ness during the past year, these 
causes have prevented him from 
visiting many places beyond his im- 
mediate neighbourhood. He has 
performed the funeral service many 
times, and at several funerals has de- 
livered discourses. 

In May, 1825, Mr. Fox visited 
Port Gibshn, in Clairborne county, 
where he performed service and 
preached to an attentive audience. 
A number of Episcopal families re- 
siding in that neighbourhood expres- 
sed a desire to have a church esta- 
blished among them, and, by the 
blessing of God, there is a good 
prospect of their hopes being real- 
ized. At Port-Gibson Mr. Fox 
baptized two children. He visited 


the same place again last winter, and 
was rejoiced to find that the zeal and 
ardour of the people to enjoy the 
services of the church were unaba- 





ted. He visited also Jefferson coun- 
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ty, for the purpose of inquiring into 
the state of the society of Episcopa- 
lians formerly established in the 
neighbourhood of Greenville. He 
found their number much diminish- 
ed by deaths, removals, and other- 
wise; and that for nearly two years 
they had ceased to assemble together 
for public worship on the Sabbath. 
The remaining members were, how- 
ever, anxious to make exertions for 
the re-establishment of their church. 
The success which has attended the 
efforts made, both in Jefferson coun- 
ty and at Port-Gibson, since Mr. 
Fox visited those places, has been 
detailed to you by his brethren who 
have been labouring in that portion 
of the vineyard. The Rev. Mr. Pil- 
more has visited Wilkinson county 
twice, and administered the holy 
communion, once at Pinckneyville 
and once at Woodville. On both 
occasions a considerable number 
partook of that holy ordinance; large 
audiences attended, and a becoming 
solemnity and reverence were man- 
ifested—The number of baptisms 
performed in Woodville and Pinck- 
neyville is 10, funerals 15, marriages 
21. On the whole, the prospects of 
the church, both in Wilkinson coun- 
ty and in other parts of the state 
which Mr. Fox has visited, he con- 
siders are such as to induce us to 
persevere in our labours, and to in- 
spire us with hopes that God will 
bless our efforts, and cause his 
church in this land to grow and 
flourish, and bring forth much fruit. 

Rev. John W. Cloud, minister of 
St. John’s church, Port-Gibson, begs 
leave to report to the convention, that 
having lately arrived in this state, 
and not having the charge ofa parish, 
he has performed divine service only 
five times, and has initiated into the 
pale of the church by baptism, one 
‘adult person and nine children. 
Since his arrival in Natchez to at- 
tend the convention, he has been 
duly notified of his election as min- 
ister of St. John’s church, in Port- 
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Gibson. This charge he will im- 
mediately assume. 

A committee of three was appoint- 
ed to correspond “with the Domes- 
tic and Foreign Missionary Society 
of the Protestant Episcopal Church 
in the United States, on subjects 
concerning the present state of the 
church in this diocess.” 

On motion of Joseph Dunbar, 
Esq: 

Resolved, that the several officiating 
ministers of the Protestant Episcopal 
churches throughout this state be earn- 
estly and respectfully requested to visit 
from time to time, and as often as cir- 
cumstances may admit, and hold divine 
service in such churches or congrega- 
tions as may be destitute of ministers. 


The following gentlemen were ap- 
pointed the standing committee for 
the ensuing year, viz: The Rev. 
James Pilmore, the Rev. Albert A. 
Muller, Joseph Dunbar, and A. P. 
Merrill. 

' The following gentlemen were 
elected delegates to the General 
Convention, viz. The Rev. Albert 
A. Muller, the Rev. James A. Fox, 
Levin Covington, and J. W. Foote. 


Macon, ( Geo.) 24th April, 1826. 

This being the day appointed by 
the last Convention of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church of the Diocess of 
the State of Georgia, for the next an- 
nual meeting of the same, and this 
town having been selected as the 
place of meeting, several of the 
Clergy and Lay Delegates accord- 
ingly attended, at half past 10 o’clock 
A. M. in the Court House. 

Divine service was conducted by 
the Rev. A. Carter, Rector of Christ 
Church, Savannah; and a sermon, 
adapted to the occasion, was deliver- 
ed by the Rev. Hugh Smith, Rector 
of St. Paul’s Church, Augusta. | 

After the religious services, the 
Convention assembled—when the 
Right Rev. Bishop Bowen, as Presi- 
dent, ex officio, took the chair, and 
the following certificates of lay dele- 
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gation were laid on the table, ex- 

amined, and approved. 

Edward F. Campbell, G. Mc- 
Laughlin, from St. Paul’s Church, 
Augusta; C. B. Strong, Reuben 
Burrough, John B. Wick, from 
Cbrist Church, Macon; William 
Davis, Esq. Dr. Theodosius Bartow, 
from Christ Church, Savannah. 

The following members then ap- 
peared and took their seats: ‘ 

Of the Clergy—Right Rev. Bish- 
op Bowen, President; Rev. Abiel 
Carter, Rector of Christ Church, 
Savannah; Rev. Hugh Smith, Rec- 
tor of St. Paul’s Church, Augusta; 
Rev. Lot Jones, Rector of Christ 
Church, Macon, 

Of the Laity—Edward F. Camp- 
bell, G. McLaughlin, from St Paul’s 
Church, Augusta; Reuben Bur- 
rough, John B. Wick, from Christ 
Church, Macon. 

The Convention was addressed by 
the Rev. Bishop Bowen, aad the fol- 
lowing Parochial Reports presented 
hy the Clergy: 

Christ Church, Savannah.—Rev 
A. Carter, Rector. 
Baptisms—Adults 6, Infants 16, 

Tolal 22. Marriages 6, Burials of 

the Congregation 4, Communicants 

Added 9, Died 2, Removed 3, Pre- 

sent number 100. 

The Sunday School attached to 
this parish continues in a flcurishing 
state—nuimber of scholars from 80 
to 100. 

Christ Church, Macon.—Rev. Lot 
Jones, Rector. 

Baptism—Infant 1, Marriage 1, 
Funerals 5, Communicauts 9, a Sun- 
day School of fifty scholars. 

St. Paul’s Church, Augusta.— 
Rev, Hugh Smith, Rector. 
Baptisms——Adults 2, Infants 16, 

Total 18. Marriages 2, Funerals 

10, of which number 2 were of per- 

sous residing in South Carolina, and 

‘2 others of persons not attached to 

the Congregation. Communicants, 


Added 6, Removed 2, Present num- 
ber 55. 
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There is a Sunday School attach- 
ed to this Church of upwards of 50 
scholars. 

The following Report of the Society 
for the general advancement of 
Christianity in the State of Geor- 
gia, was then read by E, F. Camp- 
bell, Esq. viz: 

The Protestant Episcopal Society 
Jor the General Advancement of 
Christianity in the State of Geor- 
gia, submit the following Report: 

The Rev. Abiel Carter, who was 
authorized by this Society to draw 
on the General Society for the sum 
of seven hundred dollars, appropria- 
ted to this Diocess by the Domestic 
and Foreign Missionary Society of 
the Protestant Episcopal Church, 
states, that he has received the full 
amount of said sum from their 
Treasurer, Thomas Hale, Esq. and 
has paid over to Dr. J. B. Read, 
Treasurer of this Society, a part of 
the same, to the amount of five hun- 
dred and sixty dollars, leaving a ba- 
lance of one hundred and forty dol- 
lars, subject to the order of the 
Treasurer. 

From a statement in the account 
current of Dr J. B. Read, Treasur- 
er of this Society, herewith submit- 
ted, and which has been audited—a 
balance is noticed of thirty-six dol. 
lars thirty-seven and half cents to the 
credit of the Society. 

In the Report of the Committee, 
consisting of the Rev. Abiel Carter 
and Dr. William Parker, of Savan- 
nah, appointed to collect funds in 
aid of this Society, it appears that 
about fifty annual subscribers, at two 
dollars each, have been obtained 
during the current year, a part of 
which subscription, for the first year, 
has been paid, and is held subject to 
the order of the Treasurer. 

The Rev, Abiel Carter begs leave 

to state, that in the Parish of Christ 

Church, Savannah, a Female Mis- 

sionary Society of the Protestant 

Episcopal Church has been estab- 





lished, in which there are thirty-two 
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annual subscribers, at two dollars 
each. 

Agreeably to the representation 
from the committee of Si. Paul’s 
Church, Augusta, consisting of the 
Rev. Hugh Smith and Dr. Ander- 
son Watkins, appointed to make col- 
lections for the benefit of this Socie- 
ty, it is shown, that there are, at this 
time, nine life subscribers, at ten 
dollars each, and eighteen annual 
subscribers, at two dollars each, 
from whom the subscription money 
has been collected, leaving a balance 
of one hundred and eighteen dollars 
and forty cents, after deducting the. 
purchase of thirty-eight Prayer 
Books. 

The Rev. Abiel Carter and the 
Rev. Hugh Smith, having suggest- 
ed to the Board of Trust, that, in 
the month of Eebruary last they as- 
sumed the responsibility of engag- 
ing the services of the Rev. C. P. 
Ellioit, of the Diocess ot South Car- 
olina, as a Missionary in this Dio- 
cess, and having received the sanc- 
tion of the Board of the Standing 
Committee, approving their pro- 
ceedings, the Society would vow 
state, that, on the 2d day of March, 
this Missionary entered on the du- 
ties of his engagement, by going to 
Darien and St. Simon’s, where he 
was to remain two or three weeks, 
and thence proceed into the interior 
of the State. Finding, however, that 
he could be usefully employed in 
those places, the Rev. C. P. Elliott 
has dectined the further engagement 
of visiting the interior, and asks only 
the payment of his expenses in tra- 
velling to those places, in which he 
is now occuiped. 

The Society, grateful for past suc- 
cess, would still cherish the hope of 
being enabled to continue its opera- 
tions, the practical efficiency of which 
has been already attested by experi- 
ence, in the happy results that have 
followed the pious exertions of the 
Rev. Mr. Jones. They cannot con- 
clude their Report, without urging 
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one more appeal, in behalf of the 
great objects of their institution — 
They are objects which need only to 
be stated in order to be approved. 
“The preaching of Christ and Jesus, 
and him crucified”’—the building up 
of his Church, on a sure and tried 
foundation—the gathering together 
of a scattered flock, who have long 
been wandering as sheep without a 
shepherd—-the extending to them 
that spiritual care and spiritual food 
to which they were once accustom- 
ed—these are the objects contem- 
plated—and, for the attainment of 
these objects, the Society cannot feel 
as though it would appeal in vain to 
the liberality of the Christian public, 
and more especially of the members 
of our communion. There are few, 
even in the present period of depres- 
sion and financial embarrassment, 
who could not annually contribute 
the small sum of two dollars, with- 
out personal inconvenience——and 
while the sum to be contributed is 
thus brought within the resources of 
almost every individual, the aggre- 

ate of good that may be affected, is 
far from inconsiderable. We would 
call, then, earnestly upon our breth- 
ren throughout the State, to contri- 
bute to an institution which may yet 
exert a powerful influence over the 
moral chsracter of the community. 
Oh! that “they who have much 
would do this, give plenteously”— 
and that even they who ‘thave little, 
would do their diligence gladly to 
give of that little.” 

The Society are aware, however, 
that domestic contributions will at 
present fall short, far short, of the 
sum required to give vigor to their 
present efforts. They would, there- 
fore, once more cherish the hope of 
aid from the General Missionary So- 
ciety, to whose timely bounty may 
be ascribed much of their past suc- 
cess. The present is an interesting 
and a critical period to the Church, 
in this large and daily extending 
State. A little, promptly given and 
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judiciously expended now, will ac- 
complish more than thousands here- 
after. On this fact, as well as on a 
representation of our actual state 
and necessities, founded on personal 
knowledge, and coming from a 
source that will ensure attention, we 
shall hope for some portion from a 
Treasury, that was designed to en- 
rich our country with the means of 
Christian instruction and Christian 
comfort. All which is respectfully 
submitted. 

HUGH SMITH, President. 
E. F. Campari, Secretary. 


Delegates to the General Conven- 
tion. 

Of the Clergy—Rev. S. Strong, 
Rev. A. Carter, Rev. Hugh Smith, 
Rev. Lot Jones. 

Of the Laity—Hon. G. Jones, 
Edward F. Campbell, Esq. Richard 
Tubman, Esq. Dr. J. B. Read. 


Standing Committee. 

Of the Clergy—Rev. H. Smith, 
Rev. A. Carter, Rev Lot Jones. 

Of the Laity—Hon. C. B. Strong, 
Dr. J. B. Read, Edward F. Camp- 


bell, Esq. 
—_— ] 


MASSACHUSETTS CONVENTION, 
Tue annual convention of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church of 
Massachusetts was held in St. Paul’s 
church, Boston, on Wednesday, the 
2ist June, 1826—Prayers were 
read by Rev. Mr. Edson, of Lowell; 
sermon by Rev. B.C. Cutler, of 
Quincy; and the communion was ad- 
ministered by Rev. Dr. Gardiner, 
assisted by Rev. B. C. Cutler. 

The Rev. Dr. Gardiner, Boston; 
Rev. Mr. Boyle, Dedham; Rev. Mr. 
Edson, Lowell; S. D. Parker, Esq.; 
Thomas Clark, Esq.; Dr. John C. 
Warren, Beston; were then chosen 
the standing committee for the en- 
suing year. 

It was voted, that the standing: 
committee have power, at any time 
before the meeting of the General 








Convention, to fill up any vacancy 
which may happen from any cause 
in the number of delegates; and the 
person or persons thus elected to fill 
such vacancy, be considered as 
chosen by this convention. 

Rev. Mr. Barlow, frem the diocess 
of South Carolina, was called upon 
by the president to lay before the 
convention his proposed plan: where- 
upon the following resolution was 
offered by Rev. Mr. Griswold, and 
past by vote:—Resolved, that this 
convention approve of the establish- 
ment of the American Society for 
Promoting Christian Knowledge, and 
recommend it to the friends of the 
church inthis state. Resolved, that 
the following gentlemen be, and they 
hereby are a committee to further 
this object:—Rev. Mr. Eaton, Rev. 
Mr. Morss, Rev. Mr. Edson, Rev. 
Mr. Cutler, and Messrs, Merrill, 
Parker, and Snowdon. 

Resolved, that this convention ap- 
prove of the Massachusetts Episco- 
pal Missionary Society, and recom- 
mend the friends of the church to 
attend its meetings. 

Voted, that the next convention 
meet in Trinity church, Boston, at 9 
o’clock A. M., the third Wednesday 
of June, 1827. 

We have extracted the above ac- 
count of this convention from the 
Gospel Advocate for July. From 
the same publication we collect the 
following aggregate of the state of 
the church in Massachusetts, as fur- 
nished to the convention by the paro- 
chial reports, viz: Families 748, com- 
municants 1848, baptisms 180, 
burials 117, marriages 60, Sunday 
scholars 497. The parochial reports 
however are very incomplete, from 
many of the parishes none having 
been received. 


ete eee 


NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
Several Communications are unavoida- 
bly deferred. The one from our kind 
correspondent, the Rev. Mr. Reynolds, 
shall appear in our next number. 








